
July 13, 2015

To the Class of 1980,

Re: The Clinton T. Sayers Award for Community Service at TCS

We realize that our graduating class has not always been the best at attending reunions, and that we have not always been 
the most cohesive and enthusiastic group of TCS alums. That said, it seems that there was something quite magical about 
our class getting together in May and taking a walk down memory lane at our 35th reunion.  It truly was a warm gathering 
of old friends in our old stomping grounds. Those of us who were there thought fondly of, and genuinely missed, all the 
classmates who could not attend for whatever reason. It is in this inclusive spirit that we would like to approach the class 
as a whole on an idea that we hope will garner wide support.

As some of you may recall, a new award was established at TCS twenty years ago. It was called the “Clinton T. Sayers 
Award for Community Service” in honour of our good friend Clinton who died in a railway accident in 1993 while doing 
community aid work in Africa. This award was initiated and funded entirely by our class, and we collectively raised $6,300. 
What you may not know, however, is that this award has now become a prestigious and highly coveted award on campus, 
and is widely regarded as the highest expression of excellence and dedication to community service by a TCS student. The 
resumes and accomplishments of past winners of this award are truly remarkable.

Take Zack Chauvin, for example. This amazing young man won the Sayers Award in 2012 as a grade 11 student. On Speech 
Day of 2012, he also collected the Headmaster’s Award for Academic Distinction, 5 academic subject prizes, and the 
Langmuir Challenge Trophy for Outstanding Contributions to School Life. He was also named Head Boy for his grade 12 year 
in 2012-2013. At Speech Day in 2013, he collected another large array of prizes, including the Sayers prize again for the 
second year in a row. Zack went on to Harvard University where he is presently studying computer science, and we have 
no doubt that he will continue to carry the positive message of the Sayers Award in his bright future.

Indeed, community service and volunteerism have become huge parts of both the life and culture of the school. In our 
days at TCS, excellence in academics and sports were the main pillars of student life. The arts have now become firmly 
established alongside sports and academics as an integral part of TCS life, and community service has now taken its 
position as a 4th and equally valued pillar of a TCS education. 

Both Clinton and our class played a significant part in bringing about this cultural shift at the school, and indeed in laying 
the foundation for this 4th pillar. For the last 20 years, the Sayers Award has sent the message to the students of TCS that 
contributions to community are enormously important - not only at TCS, but throughout life.

Kim Vojnov, the School’s Director of Service Learning, commented as follows: "When I arrived at Trinity College School in 
2008 and started working within the school community to help further develop the Service Learning programme, I was 
thrilled to see that a prestigious service award not only existed, but was alive and well. The programme has grown a great 
deal over past years, and the Clinton Sayers Award is still the most prestigious community service award to be earned at 
TCS.”

Against this backdrop, we hope that you might consider supporting a project in which the Sayers Award is enhanced.
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In thinking about this potential project, we have frankly struggled to figure out whether we should launch this new 
campaign or not. The reason for our reservations is simply that our class has suffered a lot of loss over the years (the 
most recent being Doug McGregor), and we were keen to avoid a situation in which we were celebrating one of our 
classmates who had passed, but not others. We did not want this new effort to bolster the Sayers Award to be seen as 
being disrespectful in any way to Doug, or to Andy Vasila, Bengt Needham, Andrew Hardinge or Charlie Phillips who have 
also left us too soon.

However, after much reflection, we realized that this new initiative was not really about any of us individually- and it is 
not even about Clinton in the final analysis. It is about the honourable ideal of community service which is much bigger 
than all of us. The Sayers Award is simply a messaging tool to convey and reinforce that ideal with students, and thereby 
to make a positive contribution to both the school, and to the world beyond the school. 

In this sense, we hope this renewed Sayers initiative is something that will represent all of us, and will be something that 
the Class of 1980 could all proudly embrace. 

A few other notes:

1. We have been in communication with Clinton’s parents, Roger and Babs, who live in Fort Myers, Florida. 
They are both completely supportive of the project and are willing to contribute to it financially. We have 
also been in contact with Clinton’s brother Peter in Bermuda (Class of 1975), and his sister Debbie in Florida 
who have both offered to contribute as well. Indeed, they are thrilled that their son/brother now serves as 
the school’s leading ambassador for the cause and value of community service.

2. In addition, we have also consulted closely with 3 key people at the school: Doug Mann and Tricia Mandryk 
who head up the school’s Alumni and Philanthropy Department, as well as the above-mentioned Kim 
Vojnov. All three are very much in support of this initiative and believe that the Sayers Award should be 
given this enhanced platform on campus.

3. We also plan to reach out to the 20 TCS alumni who are past winners of the Sayers Award in order to seek 
their financial support as well. Zack Chauvin has kindly agreed to help us with this task.

4. Finally, our former teacher Peter Kedwell has been a strong supporter and proponent of this initiative from 
the outset, and he has kindly agreed to assist by serving as a Port Hope-based liaison and coordinator of 
the project. He has also agreed to reach out to his former teaching colleagues at TCS who knew Clinton and 
who may be interested to support this effort.

 Our goal is to raise $25,000 over the next 2 years. The money would be used for the following purposes:

1. To commission the design and construction of an attractive wall display that is envisioned to be installed at 
a prominent and desirable location within the new “Learning Commons” community hub building which is 
being built as part of the school’s 150th Capital Campaign. The wall display would be entitled the “Clinton T. 
Sayers Award for Community Service” and would include a biography of Clinton and what his life stood for. 
The names of all past winners of the award would be affixed to this display. The wall display will contain a 
statement that the Class of 1980 are the creators and funders of the Sayers Award. Our suggested wording 
is: “The Clinton T. Sayers Award for Community Service was created and funded in 1996 by Clinton’s 
classmates, the Class of 1980, in recognition of his selfless work to better the world for others.”

2. To create a trust fund to support other community service events and activities among the student body. 
The wall display will likely cost around $5000, which would leave approximately $20,000 for these other 
community service activities. We hope that this new fund will produce an income of at least $250 a year 
which would be given to the Sayers Award winner each year who in turn would direct the gift to a charity 
of his/her choice. Any other income from the fund would be reinvested back into the Sayers trust at the 
school to enable it to grow over time.
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There is no need to do anything at this point, as the plans are still developing and being put in place. However, you will 
be hearing more about this project in the coming months and we hope that you will consider supporting it, as you are 
able, when the fundraising campaign is officially launched - likely this coming fall.

In the meantime, please feel free to call or e-mail any of the undersigned at any time if you have any questions or 
comments.

Sincerely yours,
 

                    

 
         George Davie  

416-744-3300 (W)
John Belyea 

416-305-8087 (C)
Greg Davies 

613-583-2241 (C)

Taylor F. Hollander 
804-359-2257 (H)

Fraser W. Gamble 
403-819-3292 (C)

Doug Macfarlane
647-338-1570 (C)

Marc Lafontaine 
416-254-1151 (C)

Ian H. Warren 
613-565-3813 (W), 613-762-9941 (C)

Neil D. Stephenson 
416-516-7344 (H), 647-855-0020 (C)

Copy: 

Peter Kedwell
Zack Chauvin
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