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July 29, 2015 
 
To:  All Past Winners of the Clinton T. Sayers Award for Community Service at TCS 
 
I hope this letter finds you well wherever life has taken you since TCS. I am writing to you about the 
Clinton T. Sayers Award which we all had the honour of receiving. As many of you are aware, its 
namesake died in a railway accident in 1993 while doing community aid work in Africa, and after this 
tragedy, Clinton’s classmates (the Class of 1980) came together to raise money to initiate the award and 
fund its future at TCS. The first Clinton T. Sayers Award for Community Service was given out at Speech 
Day in 1996. 
 
As you know, this award celebrates the importance of student engagement in service work both at TCS 
and in life beyond high school. In doing so, the Sayers award ensures that community service remains a 
central pillar of the TCS education system.  
 
In recognition of the significant positive effects that the award continues to have at TCS and in the world 
beyond TCS through its graduates, the Class of 1980 has recently started a new campaign to reinvigorate 
the award’s status at Trinity. When I first heard about the efforts that were being made to give this award 
the enhanced stature that it deserves, I was very excited to get onboard and to take on the task of 
reaching out to all of you, my fellow Sayers award recipients.  
 
My excitement rests on a belief that, as the past winners of this award, we have a very important part to 
play in this campaign. Despite our varying stories, we are all connected through the passion for 
community service that was sparked by our time at TCS and, speaking for myself, this is a passion that I 
intend to pursue for the rest of my life. It was at Trinity that many of us first became interested in service 
work and it was there as well that we continued to further explore the amazing effects that it can have on 
a community.  
 
Through this campaign, we all have the opportunity to make our involvement with community service at 
TCS come full circle. Just as we were fortunate enough to benefit from the emphasis placed on community 
service by the Sayers Award, it is now important that we support the award as it continues to inspire 
future students at TCS. It is in this spirit that we are reaching out with this campaign, and why we believe 
that you should be part of the initiative.  

 
 
 



 
One of the reasons for reviving this award is the fact that some members of the Class of 1980 recently 
discovered that there was no physical manifestation of the award on the TCS campus, and that the reason 
and purpose of the award was not explained or physically displayed anywhere on campus. They felt that 
the message of the award needed to be highlighted and given a higher profile at the school so that future 
TCS students could be inspired by it. 
 
This campaign seeks to rectify that situation. Our goal is to raise $25,000 over the next 2 years. A portion 
of the money would be used to commission the design and construction of an attractive wall display.  This 
would be installed at a prominent location within the new “Learning Commons” community hub building, 
which is being built as part of the school’s 150th Anniversary Campaign. The wall display would include a 
biography of Clinton and what his life stood for as well as the names of all past winners of the award. 
Although this new campaign is not about any of us as past winners, I can say that, personally, I will be 
honoured to have my name written on this particular award display at the school - and for my name to be 
associated with Clinton Sayers. All of your names would of course appear there as well, and I hope that 
this will make you feel as honoured as I do.  
 
The wall display will likely cost around $5,000, which would leave approximately $20,000 for the 
creation of a trust fund to support other community service events and activities among the student 
body. We hope that this new fund will produce an income of at least $250 a year that would be given to 
the Sayers Award winner each year who in turn would direct the gift to a charity of his/her choice. Any 
other income from the fund would be reinvested back into the Sayers trust to enable it to grow over time. 
 
You will be hearing more about this project in the coming months and we hope that you will consider 
supporting it, as you are able, when the fundraising campaign is officially launched - likely this coming 
fall. 
 
In the meanwhile, I have one request to make of you. The organizers have asked me to get feedback from 
you as to how your community work at TCS and the Sayers Award have affected and influenced you in 
your post-TCS life. I am sure that all of you have continued to do equally great things in your post-high 
school lives as you did at TCS, and I would really appreciate if you would respond to let me know about 
the community work that you are involved with today. The organizers would like to share your stories 
with the Class of 1980 and the whole TCS community. 
 
Please feel free to call or e-mail me at any time if you have any questions. I will be based in Boston, MA in 
the fall and my cell phone number is 857-294-3447. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Zack Chauvin  
Class of 2013 
zchauvin@college.harvard.edu 


