
Realize what’s within.

JUNIOR SCHOOL



         A bright curiosity 
What organisms live at the bottom of Lake Ontario? 

What similarities do Greek and Aztec mythology share? 

How long can the Prime Minister stay in office?

Your child’s days at TCS are full of questions like these– 

and her answers lead to even more questions.

The pull of discovery
Your child is smart, caring, curious and full of energy.  He is easily captivated– 

especially when he can relate to what he reads, creates or observes. 

He wants to know about himself– 

who he is, where he comes from, what he’s good at. 

At TCS, we give him every opportunity to discover  

those things as well as to connect with his peers and teachers.

A mind in search of the world
Your child strives for good grades, but also to carry herself as a good person. 

Equipped with powerful new knowledge, 

she begins to realize what’s important isn’t just her test score, 

but how she responds to the world around her. 

 

Realize what’s within.

What’s within your child?



A positive community of learners–
a place where your child comes into his own, explores his world 

and begins to shape his life both present and future.

A tight-knit culture
where your child and her friends rely on each other,  

where teachers guide her to new discoveries and  

where she learns side by side with her classmates,  

sharing equally in journeys of curiosity and compassion.

A balanced daily schedule
where a thoughtful and thorough core curriculum, enthusiastic sport and 

innovative arts intersect to form a complete, active and illuminating education.

And a full spectrum of goals
linked by our core beliefs: that in this community 

your child can discover her best self, lay the foundation for a purposeful life 

and begin to realize all that’s within her. 

What’s within TCS?

At Trinity College School, your child realizes all that’s within.

And then her life takes shape around it. 



Your child has a curious mind, a willing heart and an energetic spirit. As a 
parent, you want him to develop his skills in as many areas as possible–in 
scholarship, the arts and athletics–so that he can grow into the truest and best 
version of himself: a student who is conscientious, kind, ambitious and brave. 

And so do we.

At TCS, no matter what your child tries–whether it’s playing cricket, practising 
the bassoon, making poetry ties, tending a garden or giving a speech in front 
of his fellow students–he finds ways to challenge himself, to collaborate with 
friends and to appreciate diverse perspectives and heritages. 

He develops confidence, learns how to stand up for himself and for what’s 
right–and realizes what he’s capable of accomplishing.

A positive community of learners



TCS imparts whole-heartedness.
Because effort matters.

Because learning goes beyond grades.
Because making discoveries is the whole point.

And realization is an end in itself.

My teacher understands how to make 
homework interesting. We might get to build 
a tent out of newspaper or string, or monitor 
how often our family opens our refrigerator 
to figure out how much energy we’re using.

And afterward, you feel like you accomplished 
something and had fun doing it.



In classrooms that are warm and inviting, where students respect 
one another, where everyone is treated equally, your child learns to listen, 
take risks, cooperate and discover. 

At TCS, it doesn’t take long for your child to understand that her teachers 
care about her. She sees it on their faces: they want to be here. When she 
needs their help, they’re right next to her, taking the time to connect with 
her, identifying what she perceives as her limits and designing fun, safe 
and energizing ways to move beyond her comfort zones. 

Your child’s teachers are her instructors, her guides and her advocates. 
They learn with her, encouraging her to be the best student, citizen and 
person she can be. 

Our students want to be here. They love their school. 
No matter how challenging their assignments, 
they work together, setting and reaching realistic goals. 
They understand the importance of community, 
of being good citizens. And when it’s time for them 
to move to Senior School, they do so with confidence, 
knowing exactly what their strengths are.
–Barbara Winsor Piccini, Head of Junior School 

A tight-knit culture
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When a teacher assigns his Grade 8 students to make a mask based on 
a phrase from Romeo and Juliet, your child might seem puzzled. Maybe 
he’s never done anything like this before. Maybe he doesn’t think of 
himself as an artist. Maybe he’s not even sure what all the words mean. 

Luckily, his teacher knows exactly how he feels and knows how to 
motivate and to inspire. With help and encouragement, your child begins 
to think, to conceptualize, then to build. He watches his creation evolve… 
and when he is through, he feels proud because he has accomplished 
the very thing he believed was beyond his capabilities. 

In small, supportive and challenging environments, our teachers motivate 
students to explore their strengths. In turn, they foster character, 
confidence and individual achievement, while nurturing good study 
habits, critical thinking and sound observation skills.

What makes a good teacher:

one cup of love

two cups of care

half a cup of firmness

half a cup of sense of humour

pinch of discipline.

–recipe, created by a Junior School class

A curriculum that emphasizes process



Every year in our “Giving of the Garden” ceremony, there is a handing 
over of the gardens in our Outdoor Classroom from one grade to the next, 
an act that is signified by the passing of a shovel from one hand to another.

This ritual symbolizes how our responsibilities evolve as we grow older, 
but it also suggests to students that some things should stay the same, 
like living the life of a caring, conscientious citizen who models good 
stewardship–at every age.

We know that, sometimes, the best way to learn is to get our hands dirty. 
Whether observing the sprouting of seedlings, fertilizing plants that 
will one day produce fruit or peering into our pond that teems with life, 
students learn how to maintain a sustainable environment, all while 
making lasting connections with the natural world.

A curriculum that engages curious minds



TCS fosters curiosity.
Spurring herself to new discoveries.

Making the leap from knowledge to understanding.
Realizing that once he harnesses his curiosity,

the world of ideas opens up before him.

There’s no substitute for sending kids out into the 
natural world and instructing them to look, 
observe, feel, take care and be a good steward.

This is what our Outdoor Classroom’s all about. 
In my mind, no place at our school is more unique– 
or more important.  –Alison Elliott, teacher



A balanced daily schedule
A Typical Day

Junior School begins with students attending chapel, 
assembly or homeroom, depending on the day of 
the week. Then, students attend eight academic 
classes, which are each 35 minutes in length, divided 
by a 20-minute recess, co-curricular activities and 
lunch. After classes there is extra help available to all 
students on arranged days. Unless they are attending 
extra help or working in the library, which is open 
until 5 p.m., students leave campus at 4 p.m. daily.

Chapel

Chapel services are held with the entire school on 
Monday mornings and for Junior School students on 
Wednesday mornings. Led by our chaplain, chapel 
is designed to encourage the spiritual and moral 
development of each student, while reinforcing the 
strong sense of community that is such a vital part 
of our daily life.

Assembly

On Tuesday mornings, the Junior School meets 
for its weekly assembly. We come together as a 
community to promote school values, upcoming 
events and activities and to celebrate students’ 
achievements in community service, athletics, 
the arts or academics. Assemblies provide a forum 
for student performances; special assemblies 
may also be held to recognize occasions such as 
Remembrance Day.

In the Classroom

We believe children learn best when they’re active, 
stimulated and inspired. Take a tour of our school 
and you might see students reading textbooks, but 
more often, you’ll find them debating, collaborating, 
building and performing. Our teachers know that kids 
thrive when they’re engaged in process and when 
they’re producing work they can easily identify as 
important and relevant.

Every day, your child tries something new. One day, he performs a 
grammar rap and generates a mnemonic device for remembering difficult 
rules, while discovering new ways to appreciate how language works. 
On another, he helps his friends build a chair out of newspaper and 
witnesses the laws of physics in action.

He collaborates with a small group of students to build a board game 
that traces the history of the Canadian Pacific Railway and learns that 
history, rather than a simple string of facts, is a complicated construction, 
created by many different perspectives.

No matter what he tries, he gets the chance to arrive at some new 
realization: that learning is fun, that it’s exciting to brainstorm and solve 
problems alongside his friends and teachers and that Trinity College 
School–his school–is a happy place.

Junior School: a happy place



By committing to four activities each week for a period of six weeks, 
your child grows into a fit, independent and creative learner. On Monday, 
she might attend Scrapbook Club and construct keepsakes that teach 
her the importance of archiving and preserving her past. On Tuesday 
and Thursday, she might practise layups or free throws with the Girls’ 
Basketball Team and improve her motor skills in the process. And 
on Friday, she might compose with mixed media in Arts Studio, 
discovering that the possibilities of self-expression are boundless. 

When she participates in our athletic programmes, she learns what 
it means to give all she’s got in a competitive environment, while 
developing camaraderie with her teammates. And, if she chooses, she 
can also try a variety of sports without competing, to relish the joy 
of play and to take risks in a secure, safe environment.

By experiencing a wide range of activities she will try new things, forge 
stronger relationships with her peers and teachers and identify the areas 
in which she excels. And all along, she realizes that there are so many 
ways to represent what’s within her.

Co-curriculars: an array of choices

Monday
Cross-country 
Running Team 
(Grades 5-8)

Scrapbook Club 
(Grades 5-6)

Ultimate Frisbee 
(Grades 6-8)

Tennis 
(Grades 5-7)

Band

Bell Ringers Ensemble 
(Grades-8)

Tuesday
Boys’ Soccer Team 
(Grades 7-8)

Girls’ Basketball Team 
(Grades 7-8)

Strings Ensemble 
(Grades 6-8)

Tennis 
(Grades 7-8)

Outdoor Initiatives 
(Grades 5-6)

Soccer Club 
(Grades 5-7)

Wednesday 
Extra Help

Thursday
Cross-country 
Running Team 
(Grades 5-8)

Girls’ Basketball Team 
(Grades 7-8)

Junior Girls’ Basketball 
(Grades 5-6)

Cricket Club 
(Grades 5-7)

Swimming 
(Grades 5-8)

Boys’ Soccer  
(Grades 6-8)

Dance Club 
(Grades 5-7)

Friday
Badminton 
(Grades 5-6)

Band

Cross-country 
Running Team 
(Grades 5-8)

Tennis Tournament 
(Grades 5-7)

Touch Football 
(Grades 6-8)

Technology Club 
(new students)

Art Studio 
(Grades 6-8)



TCS teaches purpose.
To keep learning, even after the test.

To set goals and work hard toward achieving them.
To realize what matters most.

And then to go after it. 

Every student leaves here knowing what their talents are. 
Instead of feeling defeated, students begin to understand 
what it means to see themselves as learners. And then, 
feeling empowered, they recognize their strengths.



One thing we love about our school prayer: It’s ambitious. We know it 
takes hard work, dedication, understanding and zeal to “create caring 
relationships and useful learning.” And we also know that our school 
prayer isn’t something we say together and leave behind. It’s something 
that we strive to live, every day, through our actions. 

And when it’s time to leave the Junior School, she possesses a treasury 
of knowledge and good habits to take with her. Having developed her 
mind, her body and her character, she’s ready for the next stage of her 
education, in part because she is able to say, with confidence, that at the 
TCS Junior School she had the chance to realize all that’s within her.

And a full spectrum of goals
What’s within Trinity College School?
Comprising both a Junior School serving 
Grades 5 though 8 and a Senior School housing 
Grades 9 through 12, Trinity College School offers 
the continuity of more than 140 years of traditional 
boarding education. We guide your child through 
an energetic, illuminating and complete learning 
experience that features a thoughtful and thorough 
core curriculum balanced with far-reaching 
electives, sports and arts programmes.

a community of mentors
Here, your child is supported by friends and a 
caring network of adults. Surrounded by this 
sustaining circle of people who care about your 
child’s success, he always has someone to guide him.

an academic journey
With our strong curriculum and small class sizes, 
your child enjoys a firm educational foundation. 
And with our broad range of exciting electives–
from international term exchanges and astronomy, 
to a growing selection of Advanced Placement 
courses at the Senior School level–she can dive 
as deeply as she wants into the subjects that 
spark her curiosity. With the help of our dedicated 
teachers and advisors, she realizes talents and 
abilities she might never have known were 
inside her.

a team effort
This is a school with a high energy level–and 
nowhere is that more evident than in our athletic 
programmes. At TCS, your child can try his 
hand at nine interscholastic activities. He can 
unwind, wind up, enjoy what he already loves or 
find new fields of endeavour to explore with his 
friends and teammates.

a creative environment
At TCS, art isn’t confined to just one part of 
campus life or to just one building. True, our 
facilities for the visual arts are growing to open 
up even more space for imaginations to fly. 
But student artwork is a part of every corner 
of TCS. And in addition to the colours and 
shapes of minds at work, the sounds and sights 
of music and drama play a big part in our school’s 
personality as well. At TCS, the star footballer 
might land the lead in the spring play and the 
budding creative writer may discover a passion 
for ceramics–because here, it’s all connected.

an education of purpose
Developing habits of the heart and mind for a 
life of purpose and service–those are more 
than just the words in our mission statement. 
TCS students enjoy opportunities to put what 
they learn into action to help the community. 

What’s within you?
Because of all that’s within Trinity College School–
the interconnected paths of learning, the 
thoughtful teachers, the unique energy–your 
child can discover what’s within him. Here, he 
discovers and nurtures his full spectrum of 
talents and abilities–and then his life takes 
shape around them. Begin by opening the door 
and seeing the possibilities first-hand. 

To set up a visit or to learn more, contact the 
admissions office at admissions@tcs.on.ca or 
call 905-885-3209.

Realize what’s within.

... knit our hearts together in thy truth and love.

–from our school prayer



Trinity College School is 
Canada’s energetic, illuminating and complete education 

for promising students grades 5-12.   

Come visit us.

admissions@tcs.on.ca   905-885-3209    www.tcs.on.ca
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