
Senior School Presentation: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Martin Luther King, Junior is known as a civil rights leader by his merit, winning the very esteemed 
Nobel Peace Prize for the work that he has done for the black community. Martin Luther King was not 
always the civil rights leader that we know today. Before his rise to fame and call to activism, he was a 
father, husband and American Baptist minister. As a pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, he 
began his public activism in contesting racial segregation. The Montgomery Bus Boycott was a protest 
led by Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks and Claudette Colvin to desegregate the busing systems. This 
would be where he gave his first speech, which said, “We have no alternative but to protest. For many 
years we have shown amazing patience. We have sometimes given our white brothers the feeling that 
we liked the way we were being treated. But we come here tonight to be saved from that patience that 
makes us patient with anything less than freedom and justice.” 

Arguably Martin Luther King, Jr.’s more famous speech would end up being his “I Have a Dream” 
speech. This speech was delivered on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial during the March on 
Washington on August 28, 1963, in front of 200,000. His speeches, protest, alongside the efforts of 
many other civil activists, helped inspire the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which was the beginning of the 
end of segregation in America. He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize at 35 for his peaceful fight to end 
segregation. Unfortunately, Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated in April of 1968 in his motel.  

We celebrate MLK Day as Black students and as a greater TCS community to remind ourselves of how 
far we as a society have come in the fight against anti-Black racism. We must also remember the people 
like Martin Luther King and Malcolm X, who fought and died for our rights today. We also celebrate 
MLK Day to come to terms with the fact that we still have a long way to go before our society can fully 
realize the dreams that Martin Luther King spoke about in his “I Have a Dream” speech. Given the work 
that Civil Rights activists like Martin Luther King, Junior have done in recent years and the 
accomplishments that his work has produced, it is very easy to believe that there is no more work to be 
done. The recent deaths of Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Aubrey, George Floyd, Regis Korchinski-Paquet 
and many more teaches us that there is a lot more work to be done in our fight to combat anti-Black 
racism, which is embedded in every area of our lives.  

While MLK Day rests on one day of the year, January 17th, dismantling systems of oppression is an 
everyday job. Whilst we can only aspire to be like the great Martin Luther King Jr. and make concrete 
change in the lives of so many, there is so much that we can do today and every day in this fight against 
anti-Black racism: things like supporting Black-owned businesses, educating ourselves about the black 
struggles through movies like 13th, Selma, Boycott and When They See Us, and reading books like They 
said This Would Be Fun, Hood Feminism, or So You Want To Talk about Race.  
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