
Refocus: The Stories of Us

Welcome to the online exhibit! 



A Word from the Curator 



Hosting a photography exhibition has always been my dream. “Refocus: The Stories of Us” is a 
photography exhibition that celebrates cultural diversity at TCS. Reflecting upon the rising numbers of 
racial issues during the pandemic, I learned that one of the causes of prejudice and discrimination is 
ignorance, or a lack of knowledge about the group being targeted. 

Photography to me, is a unique medium that offers me a glimpse into foreign worlds. Every time 
I walk out of a photography exhibit, I always feel fascinated by how much I resonated with the stories 
told in the photographs. I may not have fully understood what was being represented, but there was 
an empathetic connection, which I believe, is the first step towards understanding. 

This made me wonder: since TCS brings people together from all corners of the world, how 
awesome would it be to have everyone share their stories through photography? How many 
connections can we make? 

Welcome to “Refocus: The Stories of Us.” I hope you will enjoy this journey. 

Jiaying (Carly) Lin ‘21



Online Students: Steps for Donation 

Step 1: Scan the QR Codes for the charity you want to support

 

Step 2: Send Carly (clin@tcs.on.ca) your donation confirmation 
email & the amount you have donated 

Step 3: In the email to Carly, indicate which photo(s) you want to 
win by stating their title(s). 

mailto:clin@tcs.on.ca


Donate to: AAPI Community Fund 

Who benefits from your donation?

Donations will support organizations that empower and 
uplift the AAPI community, with initiatives such as increased 
community safety and support for those affected by 
violence.

Over the past few weeks, we have donated grants each 
worth $15,000 to 14 different AAPI organizations.



Donate to: Black Youth Helpline

Black Youth Helpline serves all youth and specifically 
responds to the need for a Black youth specific service, 
positioned and resourced to promote access to 
professional, culturally appropriate support for youth, 
families and schools.

Services are driven by the voices of participants who 
call the “Helpline.” 

Our Mission: Primary prevention of social, psychological 
breakdown in communities through a focus on 
education, health and community development.



Your Journey Starts 

Here….



Agnes Grabcova



Europe in Its Simplicity 

This photo was taken when I was on holiday 
in Italy. Although I am not Italian, I am 
European and I took a photo of this site, 
because I thought it represented what 
Europe truly is - a place where nature, 
history and humanity come together as one. 
Large cities there have a magnificent river 
running through them, as well as buildings 
with an abundance of history. The people 
on the side are just enjoying their day 
exploring local restaurants or cafes. Looking 
at this image, I feel immersed in the 
vastness that Europe has to offer, despite it 
being a relatively small continent.





As-salamu Aleykum 

- Peace Be With You 

This photo was captured on a 2 day trip 
across the sea in the United Arab 
Emirates where I lived for 3 years. I took 
this photo one early morning, after 
having slept over on a small secluded 
beach, far from civilization. This photo to 
me represents life in this country 
through the tranquillity of the ocean. The 
rush of life seems to be inconsequential 
once lying under the stars, listening to 
the rhythm of the waves.





Aya Al-Ali



Auschwitz-Birkenau 

This photo was taken in Oświęcim, Poland, March 
14, 2019 at the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration 
camps, inside one of the buildings where the full 
timeline of the war is laid out on the wall. Before 
leaving the building, you are faced with this quote. 
This moment really stuck with me for a few 
reasons. It is positioned at the exit of Auschwitz 
Birkenau concentration camp. The simplicity of the 
wall itself stood out to me since, in a mostly white 
and beige building, this wall was completely black 
with the exception of the text written. The quote 
itself is short, yet extremely powerful, and serves 
as a reminder to all those who enter and leave. It 
reminds us of how powerful ignorance and hatred 
can be. I am so grateful to have been able to travel 
to Europe. It was one of the best experiences of my 
life. 





Emma Hak-Kovacs 

(Class of ’19)



Untitled 

All of these photos are from the village 
we live in Bükkzsérc, Hungary. This has 
been the home base for my family ever 
since I was a child. In the photos, you 
can see my grandpa opening the door 
he built for my father’s wine cellar. A tree 
trunk covered in local life. The 
knowledge of nature and life in all 
corners of the world will always make 
itself known. These are the photos that 
most remind me of home. They remind 
me, when I need to be reminded, that I 
come from a place of beauty. 









Vanessa Lolomari



Grass Eater 

These photos are taken on an “adventure 
of a lifetime” safari trip in Hoedspruit, South 
Africa. This photo was taken on one of our 
outings in the morning. Giraffes were one of 
the more common animals we saw over the 
course of the 3-day safari. This photo is 
significant to me because, growing up, giraffes 
were one of my favourite animals. It's 
extremely different seeing a giraffe enclosed in 
a zoo or in a movie like Madagascar (Morty 
was one of my favourite characters aha) and 
then seeing an eye-opening view of giraffes 
wandering all over the wild. 





Lion King and His Lioness

This photo was taken at one of our outings at 
night. I remember driving around the reserve all 
night looping back to the spot where the lion was 
sleeping, in hopes to get a front-row view of the lion 
and his lioness. This was the hardest to spot, and 
one of the last “big five” animals we had to find. 
Every jeep car that night was lined up to see him and 
his lioness. Finally, after completing various loops, 
we were able to get a front-row view of the lion, and 
this is when I snapped this photo. Seeing this lion 
peacefully laying in the wild was jaw-dropping. They 
truly are majestic creatures who rule the jungle.





Carly Lin



Jinhua 

Last summer, my family and I visited a rural village 
beside Shanghai called Jinhua. In Jinhua, you can 
still see the traces of history and tradition from its 
architecture and the villagers’ ways of living. I took 
these photos in the afternoon, right after a sunny 
rain. In the alleys, the villagers chatted with each 
other as they walked back home. 

“Going back home for dinner?”
“Yeah, how was your tea-picking today?” 

They are so grounded in their lives, away from all the 
noise of the outside world. The charming 
peacefulness of Jinhua makes these photos special 
to me. 







Winter Morning 

I took this photo in the winter of 2019, in 
Chinatown in downtown Toronto. I was 
visiting a local store, and I noticed a 
beautiful ray of sunshine on the 
doorstep. Right before I pushed down 
the shutter, a little girl stepped in. Her 
smile and playfulness warmed up my 
cold winter day, and I am glad that I got 
to capture this special moment. 





Loretta Hu 



Yangshuo Spring

It is a tradition in my family to take an annual 
road-trip to Yangshuo, a city famous for its 
scenery, and every year we are moved by the 
views and the warm welcome of our friends 
here. This photo pictures River Li, a beautiful 
body of water with major historic and cultural 
importances. The iconic Karat landscape is also 
evident, seen as the peculiar mountains in the 
background. My family and I are actually near 
the location in the photograph as I am writing 
this — after COVID-19 has taken a toll on this 
touristic city in 2020, we are amazed by the 
resilience and positivity shown by the citizens 
here.





Roselle Torres 

(Class of ’20)



Edge of the World 

This photo captured some of the natural 
beauty found in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
My family and I went on a trip during the 
holidays to the country's capital city of Riyadh. 
After taking a few-hour drive with no signal on 
an off-track route leads to this dramatic 
geological wonder. In the middle of nowhere is 
a hidden gem found just outside Riyadh, the 
capital city of Saudi Arabia, a country with 
many natural wonders that the world has yet 
to discover. 





Dagna Jezioro



Wroclaw 

I was rushing to get to the center of 
Wroclaw, Poland, before the sun set completely. 
It was 14:30, and I'd never seen the city engulfed 
in such beautiful golden lighting. This picture 
depicts the beauty and history of the city and I 
am glad to share that with others. 





Jennifer Park 

(Ms. Park)



Mount Paektu 

(North Korea) 

This is a photo of Mount Paektu (or 
Baekdusan) in North Korea taken in 2009 
from the Chinese side of the border.  The 
mountain and crater lake are 
breathtaking and beautiful; both a 
mythical and spiritual place for all 
Koreans.  This was during a once in a 
lifetime trip when I worked at an 
international boarding school in South 
Korea.





Adrienne Ross

(Ms. Ross)



Feels Like Home 

This photo was taken in Kirkcaldy, Kingdom 
of Fife, Scotland in September 2018. I took it when I 
was out for a run one morning. I thought that it 
captured the juxtaposition of old and new, which 
you see examples of all over the country. Kirkcaldy 
is the town where my mother was born and on this 
trip, we visited all the places that were important 
to her when she was growing up. I have always felt 
very connected to my Scottish heritage and 
whenever I am there, it feels like home. 





Brent Hurley 

(Mr. Hurley)



George River 

This photo was taken near the end of a three week 
canoe trip on the way to Ungava Bay, Arctic Ocean, 
on the George River. This is near the end of a four 
week trip and ten days straight of rain, as my friends 
and I travelled to the Arctic Ocean following the 
footsteps of the first European explorer down the 
George River, George Hubbard, who became lost 
and died during his trip. This picture reflects the 
beauty of the Canadian north, and the bonds of 
friendship that were sustained across a gruelling 
journey. After hours of rain, I got out of my tent and 
found that rainbow to be a positive sign that we 
would be ok. 





Leisa Wierenga 

(Ms. Wierenga)



Outdoor Escapes after Lockdown

The COVID pandemic was announced shortly after Mr. 
Elson and I arrived in New Zealand. We spent 6 weeks in 
our small apartment, halfway across the world with an 18 
hour time difference that made it difficult to communicate 
with family and friends. However, travelling all this way, we 
were determined to see more than our apartment walls 
while in beautiful New Zealand! The wait was well worth it 
as things cleared up and we were given the go-ahead to 
travel around the island. I always think of this photo 
representing our journey through COVID. The mountains 
represent the challenges of lockdown, but the views at the 
final destinations were well worth the work and wait. Also, I 
am reminded of the beauty that we can find outside our 
doors, taking time to indulge in all mother nature has to 
offer, and how good that adventure is for our soul. 





Bolu Abiola 



Okada Club

This is a group of men on “taxi” 
motorcycles (known as Okada in Yoruba) 
waiting to pick up passengers. The local 
government actually banned Okada in Nigeria 
due to safety concerns. Still, the drivers need 
the money, and people have places to go, so 
the Okada business is thriving. This photo is 
important to me because it truly highlights the 
resilience and hustle of Nigerians; despite all 
roadblocks (including the government), they'll 
do whatever it takes to better their lives. 





Kaitlyn Chan 



Dragon's Descendants 

The title Dragon's Descendant originated 
from the Chinese phrase 龍的傳人 and it 
symbolizes true Chinese people as it has been 
believed that all legitimate Chinese are heirs 
of the mythical dragon. This photo was taken 
in a wet market (a local market with individual 
stores on the street) and it represents the 
importance of preserving traditional values 
such as simply going to the wet market. 





Pursuit of Happiness 

Pursuit Of Happiness was taken 
during an annual carnival hosted in Hong 
Kong. The photo illustrates the little joys 
in life people can find and experience 
while living in the booming and busy city 
of Hong Kong. The backdrop of the city 
suggests the boring and dull city while 
the colorful carnival represents the 
happiness people experience. 





Kathy LaBranche 

(Mrs. LaBranche)



Hardy Bay

While my heritage is Irish, that goes back 
many generations, Canada is my home and 
identity. The thing that represents Canada the 
most to me is nature. I am fortunate enough to 
have a little cabin up on the French River in 
northern Ontario and the colours in the fall, the 
calm and beauty in the summer are 
unsurpassed. This is my heaven on earth. 
There is no electricity, no plumbing and still 
limited cell access. It is a place you can go for 
complete detox from the noise of the world. 
Life is simple. It is all about connection to the 
land and people and disconnecting from 
technology.





Jiyun Yu (Class of ’20)



Beauty of Korea 

Beopheungsa Temple is one of the Five Great 
Shrines for Sakyamuni Buddha's Sarira. Along with 
Sangwonsa, Jeonamsa, Tongdosa, and Bongjeongam 
Temples, Beopheungsa Temple is the most 
representative Buddhist sacred ground. The design of 
eaves is called “Dancheong'' and you can find this with 
any representative Korean traditional buildings. The 
wind chime makes a very sweet and clear sound when 
wind blows and it is believed that this sound makes 
one’s spirit clear as well.

It was built in 643 during the Period of Three 
Kingdoms, but it was burnt down in 891 and rebuilt in 
944. Currently, Heungnyeong Seonwonji, Gangwon-do 
Monument No. 6, remains in this temple and believers 
still constantly visit. I visited here last summer with my 
parents to pray for myself to start off my new semester 
at the university successfully. 





My Sweet Quince Tree

I took this photo in Gyeong-ju last winter. There is a 
famous road called « Hwanglidan-gil ». It is famous for 
its old buildings. Thanks to the Hanok (Korean 
Traditional House) style restaurants, pensions, studios, 
bars, and guest houses, the floating population 
especially of the young people are large on weekends 
or holidays. The passé scenery and atmosphere often 
cause nostalgia. Heavy-laden yellow quinces caught 
my eyes and I thought this tall big tree looks perfect 
with the house at the back and blue sky with no single 
cloud, so I took the photo right away.





Adam Bishop 

(Mr. Bishop)



Sunrise - Joe Lake, Algonquin Park

This photo was taken on the East Arm of 
Joe Lake in Algonquin Park. It was taken at 
sunrise, on the final day of a 4-day canoe trip. I 
grew up near Algonquin Park, so it has 
memories of 'home'. Given the easy access to 
vast, untouched lakes and forests, I think it is 
one of the most important places in Ontario.





Myke Healy 

(Mr. Healy)



A Summer Moment in Canada

This photo was taken while on a canoe trip on the 
French River in Ontario. The subject is Aidan 
Hyslop-Healy (Grade 8, JS), fishing quietly one evening, 
with his mother. To me, this image represents the 
unparalleled beauty and simplicity of being out in the 
Canadian wilderness. 





Chalene (Roberts) 

Gallagher

(Class of ’01)



Behind the Uchikatsugi

The picture is not of my hometown or culture, 
but of my TCS roommate Maki Mirey (Tamura). I 
grew up on a small island in the Caribbean, and 
meeting Maki introduced me to Japanese 
culture for the first time. It sparked an interest in 
me that has lasted everyday since. I took this 
picture at the Sakura Matsuri (Cherry Blossom) 
festival in Brooklyn New York back in 2016, and 
to me it was such a beautiful representation of 
Japanese culture.





Angie Zhang 

(Class of ’20)



Beijing on Film, 2018

RenQingWei (人情味) is the Chinese word I think 
of when it comes to these pictures of Beijing. 
Very roughly translated, this word can describe 
the emotions of sincere interpersonal 
connections. This is because no matter how big 
of a metropolis Beijing continues to grow into, 
5000 years of Chinese history is always deeply 
rooted in the city. 





Sara Yang 



The Deer

This photo was taken at Nara Park, Japan, in 
October 2018. In Nara Park, there are lots of deer 
wandering around. I took this photo at a shrine with a 
torii (a type of religious building) in the background, 
when the deer kept staring at me. I am touched by this 
photo because it makes me think of an old saying in 
Chinese: “万物有灵”, all things have spirit. 





Tim Clutton 

(Mr. Clutton)



Misty Morning 

This was taken in September 2018 during a 
fall canoe camping expedition in Algonquin 
park. My group woke up and got on the water 
early in the morning in order to paddle back 
home. When we pushed off from our campsite, I 
was struck at how peaceful, quiet and perhaps 
mysterious that morning's fog felt - we couldn't 
see the other side of the lake through the mist. 
So I grabbed my camera to try and document 
the temporary fogginess of that moment and 
the reflection of the still forest on the water. 





Videos



Over the Horizon - Carly Lin

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W1Y_vstxCNA


Mika Romao Vandepoland 

Festa de Burro

Every year each little town 
across Portugal hosts its own 
Festa ranging in length from 
5-10 days where the 
community comes together to 
celebrate. At this specific Festa, 
the community gathers to 
watch donkeys (burros) race in 
the closed-off streets of Ferrel. 

mailto:mromaovandepol@tcs.on.ca
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1s7UirkVqCpZbQ-ipAWQl7JrvulTCINOx/preview


Shanghai -Cindy Shui 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ynyDljciajhoEP9xsfNwyj7V9LO4Y_Aw/preview


Acknowledgements

Photographers: 
Aya Al-Ali, Angie Zhang, Agnes Grabcova, Adrienne Ross, Adam Bishop, Brent Hurley, Bolu 
Abiola, Carly Lin, Chalene Gallagher, Dagna Jezioro, Myke Healy, Kathy LaBranche, Loretta Hu, 
Jennifer Park, Vanessa Lolomari, Leisa Wierenga, Tim Clutton, Sara Yang, Roselle Torres, Jiyun 
Yu, Emma, Kaitlyn Chan. Videographers: Cindy Shui, Mika Romao Vandepoland and Carly Lin.

A huge thank you to all members of the Service Learning Team, Senior Leaders, the 
Philanthropy & Alumni Office, members of the Cultural Awareness Group, Mr. Talsma, Ms. 
Ironside, Mrs. Petrolito, and friends for making this dream come true. A special thank you to 
Mrs. Stephens for her continued support and dedication throughout the months of 
preparation. Last but not least, thank you for visiting this exhibit. 

mailto:agrabcova@tcs.on.ca
mailto:aross@tcs.on.ca
mailto:djezioro@tcs.on.ca
mailto:mromaovandepol@tcs.on.ca

