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A Letter from The Lodge

In recent years, we have added several new facilities to our 
100-acre campus, including the visual arts wing; Cirne Hall, with 
its renovated administration, library and academic support areas 
and the new commons; and the Arnold Massey ’55 Athletic Centre. 
Students and staff alike love these new spaces. Not only have these 
facilities improved teaching and learning within our community, 
but they have also enhanced our sense of community. They have 
been designed with intention to help us best fulfill our mission 
of developing habits of the heart and mind for a life of purpose and 
service. Within these spaces, we are better able to support different 
learning styles; to bring together our co-educational student body, 
including our day and boarding populations; to promote nutri-
tion and physical fitness responsibilities to young people; and to 
continue to pursue initiatives through which we contribute to a 
more sustainable environment.
 Now, we turn our attention to our historic campus buildings. 
Following the two major school fires – in 1895 and 1928 – TCS 
rose from the ashes through the generosity of donors. Some of our 
oldest buildings still include bricks from previous versions of the 
School. The challenge of these historic gems, is that features such as 
heating, plumbing and windows also are from another era! 

 Recognizing the importance of ensuring the ongoing main-
tenance of our facilities, and also the desire to promote environ-
mentally sensitive design, the School has embarked upon the TCS 
Renaissance Plan, a project that will see us enhance and renew 
many of our historic facilities.
 While some of the work being done on these renewed spaces 
may not be visible to visitors, our students, faculty and staff will 
certainly experience the benefits of these renovations for decades to 
come. And the environment we all share will be better served in the 
long run as a result of the steps we are taking now. 
 At TCS, we take great pride in celebrating our school’s long and 
prosperous history. As stewards of that history, we have an ongoing 
responsibility to maintain and enhance the impressive campus and 
facilities we have inherited so that they can continue to serve future 
generations.

Stuart Grainger 
Headmaster 
sgrainger@tcs.on.ca
www.tcs.on.ca/headlines

Each of us remembers the first time we entered the Centennial Gates that lead into the 

campus at Trinity College School. As I’ve visited with alumni in different corners of the 

world this year, they have spoken to me about their most prominent memories of their time 

at TCS: certainly the lifelong friendships created here, but also the faculty and staff, teams, 

plays, trips, meal times and pranks contribute to their picture of life at the School. But the 

strong visual memory they have of this beautiful campus is also a mainstay of their lasting 

affection for the School on the Hill.
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FEATURE

Over the course of the 153-year history of Trinity College School, generations of 

students have stepped onto this campus with a sense of awe and wonder. To be 

a part of TCS is to be a part of a legacy, a story that is reflected in each of our 

buildings. There is no doubt that TCS is a beautiful place at which to study, to 

work, to play and to visit. And so we look back at the tales of some of our oldest 

structures to understand how the picturesque School on the Hill came to be.
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Boulden House’s grey Gothic façade was 

created using rubble stone from the Credit 

Valley and it is believed the design was 

based on Kenilworth Castle in Warwick-

shire, England. It is also closely associated 

with Hart House at the University of 

Toronto, which was designed by the firm of 

Sproatt and his partner Ernest Ross Rolph. 

However, TCS Old Boy Frank Darling also 

had considerable input in the structure, 

having produced drawings in 1918, although 

he died in 1923 before the building was real-

ized. Henry Sproatt had worked for Darling 

and his partner, John Pearson, in the early 

1890s, before moving on to design several 

prominent Toronto structures including 

Bishop Strachan School, Princess Margaret 

Hospital, the National Club and the Royal 

Canadian Yacht Club.

 The foundation stone of Boulden House 

was laid in November 1922 by Rear Admiral 

Sims of the U.S. Navy, a former resident 
of Port Hope. And the new building was 
officially dedicated in November 1924 by the 
Bishop of Algoma.
 When it was originally opened, Boulden 
House was meant to serve 78 boys, from 
ages 7 to 14, as boarders. Today, it is a day 
school for more than 100 boys and girls from 
Grades 5 to 8. It is also the site of the Anne 
Currie Observatory. 
 For many years, the apartment at the 
east end of Boulden House was occupied 
by retired Junior School principal Charles 
Tottenham. He joined the faculty in 1937, 
retiring as head of the Junior School in 1981, 
and for many years Boulden House was 
known as “Charlie’s Castle” in a nod to its 
dedicated principal. Currently, the school 
chaplain, Canon Don Aitchison, resides in the 
Boulden House apartment, and the gardens 
continue to bear Charles Tottenham’s name.

Designed by Henry Sproatt, this separate 
facility for the Junior School was first 
opened in 1924 to serve as a memorial to 
Old Boys killed in action during World War I. 
Its principal at the time, the Revd. Charles 
Howard Boulden, would later see the building 
named in his honour.

First opened in 1924
boulden house

Boulden House, completed in 1924

  Opposite page: A drawing of Osler 
Hall used in a 1929 brochure to 
announce the start of construction 
and raise further funds for the 
school rebuild

1  The Lodge in 1907

2  Boulden House under construction

The Lodge shares its neoclassical style with 
other Darling-designed private residences, 
including Sir Joseph Flavelle’s Holwood 
(now part of the University of Toronto). 
Among the distinguishing features of The 
Lodge are the hand-carved tiles adorning 
the gables, each set of which is unique.
 The Lodge was famously spared during 
the school fires of 1895 and 1928. In the 
earlier disaster, firefighters used a combina-
tion of snow and wet blankets to protect the 
structure. In the latter event, longtime staff 
member Edwin Nash rushed to form a bucket 
brigade to tackle the blazing roof shingles 
until the local fire department could arrive.
 Prior to construction of The Lodge, 
Headmaster Bethune had resided in the 
Ward homestead, located on the same site. 
This had been the original school building 
upon the move of TCS from Weston to Port 
Hope in 1868.
 Although home to the headmaster, 
The Lodge has always served as a gathering 
place for community members on social 
occasions. And for students, an invitation to 
The Lodge is a singular treat. For example, 
in recent years the Grade 5 classes have been 
surprised by a Christmastime visit to The 
Lodge to watch a movie and eat popcorn!

The oldest existing building on campus, 
The Lodge was completed in 1882 at a cost of 
less than $5,000. Designed by Old Boy and 
celebrated architect Frank Darling, class of 
1866, the residence has been home to 10 of the 
School’s 11 headmasters, beginning with the 
Revd. Charles Bethune. 

Completed in 1882
the lodge
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The results of two years of dogged fund-
raising (in the midst of which the Great 
Depression hit), and determined reconstruc-
tion efforts, are the 1930s buildings, which 
at the time included Osler Hall, the W.A. 
Johnson Classroom Block, the upper gym, 
a swimming pool, rifle range, squash courts, 
reading rooms, reception and office area, 
living quarters for staff and two student 
residences (Brent and Bethune House). 
A temporary chapel was built underneath 
the dining hall, later to become a library and 
currently the Davies Student Centre. The 
plan was always to construct a new chapel, 
a vision realized with the completion of the 
Memorial Chapel in 1951. 
 Just prior to the fire, Dr. Orchard had 
planned to expand the school buildings with 
the addition of an assembly hall and science 
laboratories. The proposed $200,000 price 
tag was a shock to the board at the time. 
However, following the fire board members 
did not hesitate to proceed with the 
$750,000 project to rebuild the School, 

despite less than one-third of this amount 
being covered by insurance. 
 The architect for the new buildings 
would be C. Barry Cleveland of the firm 
Darling and Pearson, with the Dickie 

Construction Company of 
Toronto chosen to complete 

construction. While 
originally it was hoped the 
new buildings could be 
made of natural stone, 
the cost was prohibitive, 
and red brick was used 
instead, with stone on 
the entrances. In an ad 
published in Toronto’s 
The Globe newspaper 
in June 1930, the new 

Senior School was described as “of the 16th 
century style, reminiscent of English schools, 
and built in units, each devoted to separate 
activities, and joined by cloistered passages.” 
The Junior and Senior Schools together, 
with their vantage point on top of the hill, 
“offer a life rather than just a school.” 
 While students returned to the rebuilt 
school at Easter (from their temporary lodg-
ings in Woodstock, Ontario), the new build-
ings were officially opened in May 1930 by 
the Governor General and Lady Willingdon. 
 Brent House was named for Bishop 
Charles Brent, class of 1882 and former 
faculty member who went on to become 
Bishop of the Philippines and Senior 
Chaplain to the U.S. Expeditionary Forces in 
World War I. Bishop Brent died in 1929, just 
before the opening of the new buildings. 

When a devastating fire tore through the main 
school buildings in 1928, there was no question 
in the mind of then-headmaster Dr. Graham 
Orchard that rebuilding must take place. 

Rebuilding after fire
1930 buildings

Construction on the 1930 buildings

 Ad from Toronto’s Globe newspaper, June 26, 1930, describing the new buildings



 Bethune House was named for the 
Revd. Charles J.S. Bethune, who served as 
headmaster and/or warden of the School 
from 1870 to 1899. An avid scientist and a 
Fellow of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, he later became 
a professor of entomology at the Ontario 
Agricultural College. 
 To these two residences was added 
Bickle House in 1957. It had always been 
Dr. Orchard’s plan to see a third dormitory 
constructed, joined to the 1930 buildings 
by cloisters. This vision was made possible 
by the parents of TCS Old Boy Thomas 
Bickle ’32, who provided the funds as a 
memorial to their son, killed tragically in a 
boating accident in 1937.

 Osler Hall is said to be modelled on the 
Great Hall of the Middle Temple in London, 
U.K., which was completed in 1573 and is 
one of four Inns of the Court. The walls of 
the TCS chapel that had been constructed 
after the 1895 fire (again a Frank Darling 
project) were incorporated into the new 
dining hall. The naming of Osler Hall 
is in tribute to TCS parents Britton and 
Marion Osler, whose generosity made the 
rebuilding of the School possible. Also a 
gift of the Oslers, the oak paneling in the 
hall chronicles the names of award winners 
and student leaders over the course of the 
School’s history. Its walls are lined with 
formal portraits of distinguished TCS 
figures, including Mr. and Mrs. Osler as well 

as headmasters who served the School for 
two decades or longer.
 Trinity House was home to the head-
master’s and bursar’s offices, as well as a 
reception room. The wall paneling and 
furnishings were a gift of the Ladies Guild 
(now the TCS Parents’ Guild).

4  The Middle Temple Great Hall, on which it is said 
Osler Hall was based

5   Interior of Osler Hall

6  Osler Hall, 2018

5

4
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Darling began as an apprentice at a Toronto 
architecture firm before travelling to 
England to study with noted architect 
George Edmund Street and later Arthur 
William Blomfield. From these early 
teachers he developed a style that combined 
modern design with Gothic influences. 
This neoclassical approach to architecture 
would be the hallmark of Darling’s work 
throughout his prolific career.
 Returning to Toronto, he earned 
commissions to build several churches as 
well as the convocation hall and chapel of 
Trinity College at the University of Toronto. 
In 1885 he was given the opportunity to 
design a branch of the Bank of Montreal 
in Toronto (today part of the Hockey 
Hall of Fame); the success of this project 
brought further commissions for banks 
across the country. He was sought after as 

an architect of personal homes, designed 
further structures for the University of 
Toronto (including the main Convocation 
Hall), and tackled large-scale, multi-year 
public projects including the Royal Ontario 
Museum (1909-1914) and Toronto General 
Hospital (1909-1913). Darling became the 
designer of choice for prominent projects 
across Canada, despite a preference at the 
time for American architects.
 Darling took a leading role in promoting 
his profession. He was a member of the 
Royal Canadian Academy of Arts and served 
as president of the Ontario Association 
of Architects and director of the Toronto 
Guild of Civic Art. He was the only Cana-
dian at the time to receive the gold medal 
of the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
and honorary doctorates were conferred 
upon him by the University of Toronto and 

 Trinity House, part of the 1930 build

Class of 1866

Much of the beauty of our historic campus 
buildings is owed to the artistry of Frank 
Darling. Born in 1850 in Scarborough Township, 
he was the son of the Revd. W.S. Darling. He 
first attended Upper Canada College but moved 
to the new Trinity College School at Weston in 
1865, graduating in 1866.

Architect
frank darling
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Our online TCS Merchandise Store offers athletic apparel, classic house t-shirts,
school ties, 150th anniversary history books and other great gift ideas!

Look What We Have “In Store” For You!

Visit us today at trinity-college-school.myshopify.com
Or click on the shopping cart icon on our website at www.tcs.on.ca

Look What We Have “In Store” For You!

Dalhousie (where he had designed new 
buildings in 1915). In 1913 he was named to 
the Holt Commission, tasked with planning 
Canada’s Parliament Buildings. 
 At TCS, Darling’s first project was 
The Lodge. But following the fire of 1895, 
he was quick to take on the task of plan-
ning the rebuild of the School. His designs 
for the school building and chapel, not to 
exceed a cost of $70,000, were accepted by 
the board in March and construction was 
completed that fall. He later joined the board 
of governors and in 1918 drew up plans for 
a proposed Junior School facility. While the 
design would be completed by Henry Sproatt 
following Darling’s death in 1923, his influ-
ence is seen in the finished structure. 
 Although he never married, Darling was 
devoted to his family. In 1888, he designed 
St. Mary Magdalene, the Toronto church 
founded by his brother, the Revd. Charles 
B. Darling. Several of his nephews attended 
the School, including Charles’s two sons. 
He was seen as quiet and charming, but 
also determined and exacting, unafraid to 
take on massive projects and to champion 
bold design. 

 Upon Darling’s death in 1923, the 
architect Percy Erskine Nobbs (who 
helped design the interiors and furniture 
of the Osler Library at McGill University, 
named after Darling’s TCS classmate, Sir 
William Osler) was quoted in Construction 
magazine, saying: “Equal, but no greater 
artists we may have had among us in his 
time, and professionals of no less acumen, 
and scholars as well endowed, and some 
few far more energetic traders, but a man 
so perfectly balanced in the varied accom-
plishments that make an architect occurs 
but rarely, and it may be long before we see 
his like again.”

Further Reading on Frank Darling:

•  “Historicist: The Lasting Legacy of 
Darling and Pearson” by Kevin Plummer, 
in Torontoist, November 2011

•  Eminent Toronto Architects of the Past by 
Stephen Beszedits, 1983

•  “Frank Darling” by Kelly Crossman, in 
the Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 
Volume 15, 2005

Cornerstone of the 1930 buildings, officially laid June 12, 
1929 by Old Boy and lawyer, Henry J. Scott, head boy of 
1869
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In the fall of 2013, we 
were pleased to announce 
The Strategic Plan for Trinity 
College School 2013-2018. 
The goals of our strategic plan  
will guide our teaching and 
learning, the care we provide,  
and the community we wish to 
grow and sustain.

We will offer an 
education that is 
rooted in shared 
values.

Our approach to 
education will be 
characterized as 
personal.

We commit 
to building a 
sustainable future 
for the  School.

As part of the ongoing effort to keep 
the TCS community apprised of 
developments relating to our strategic 
plan, we share regular highlights of 
specific initiatives supporting our three 
strategic goals.

For further details on the strategic 
plan, visit us online at www.tcs.on.ca/
strategicplan.

At Trinity College School we place high priority on the three critical elements that comprise 
our school community: our people, our program and our place. As part of our strategic 
goal to ensure the education we deliver is done through a personal approach, we 
consider our campus physical spaces and our rich history, the backbone of our learning 
and living community. As such, we have prioritized the preservation and promotion of our 
shared history and facilities. 

We will ensure our “place” is able 
to support a personal approach to 
education: Our place, our campus, 
is an easily recognizable benefit of 
the TCS experience.
We must work to ensure our physical infrastructure 

and facilities are accessible, well equipped, in 

good repair and in keeping with our heritage so they can effectively support our 

people and our program.

We will foster an appreciation of our campus through education, with increased 

opportunities to explain our shared history, informational signage and the 

preservation of historical spaces like our green terraces. Keeping our place well 

maintained and updated will directly support our 21st century learners and the 

program we offer.
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Honouring our history through sign installations
Over the past few years, students, employees and visitors to campus 
have noticed the addition of descriptive and wayfinding campus 
signage, which are part of an intentional and cohesive family of 
signage products. With the growth of campus facilities, such as with 
the addition of Cirne Hall and the Arnold Massey ’55 Athletic Centre, 
came a need to enhance signage to assist visitors in navigating our 
expansive campus, as well as highlight the incredible history of TCS 
buildings and their namesakes.
 New interior signage first debuted with the opening of Cirne Hall 
in November 2015 and included both wayfinding and donor recogni-
tion installations. In spring 2017, another phase of signs was installed 
that included exterior building identification signage, pedestrian and 
vehicular wayfinding and house historical plaques. This past fall, 
signs to help identify campus entrances; provide guidance to those 
travelling to campus by vehicle; assist visitors touring campus on foot; 
as well as offer a variety of different signage applications for the 
athletic centre, were installed.
 The exterior signs are made to withstand Canadian weather and 
are designed to mimic the many architectural arches that grace TCS’s 
campus buildings. This signage initiative was made possible through 
the generosity of TCS donors with special thanks going to lead donor, 
Brian Cartwright ’86.
 The new campus signs have been well received by our community, 
providing a glimpse into the remarkable history of this great insti-
tution; students, in particular, have enjoyed learning about their 
houses’ histories and namesakes. 

Caring for our heritage buildings
Coming off the heels of a highly successful 150th anniversary 
campaign which saw the School’s endowment more than double, 
and the construction of stellar new facilities for our students, faculty 
and staff, we begin the next planned phase of initiatives aimed at 
ensuring the facilities and infrastructure inherent to our beautiful 
campus are respectfully preserved and enhanced.
 The TCS Renaissance Plan marks this phase of campus planning 
which is committed to the restoration and renewal of the School’s 
campus infrastructure. By caring for these facilities, and the systems 
that support them, we will help ensure that they remain standing and 
in good repair now, and for another 150 years.
 The first initiatives of the TCS Renaissance Plan will work to 
address the primary goal of rejuvenating our heritage buildings. 
While our newer facilities have been built in an environmentally 
sensitive way with efficiency and sustainability in mind, many of our 
older buildings are inefficient and costly to heat and cool, physically 
compromised by sheer age requiring frequent and costly mainte-
nance and renovations, and do not feature environmentally respon-
sible features; they will simply prove to become unsustainable.
 In preparation for this phase of restoration, a formal Condition 
Survey of our campus was conducted in 2016-2017; this indepen-
dently-run audit provided a full assessment of our campus facilities. 
Identified as short-term priorities through the survey, these projects 
will begin to be addressed in 2018, with some already initiated over 
the past March Break:

• New campus fire alarm system
• New campus storm and sanitary water system
•  New washrooms, plumbing systems & heating systems as deemed 

highest priority in select residential houses
• New ventilation system for the Senior School’s Life Sciences Wing
•  Various improvements to Boulden House including new change 

rooms, a new ventilation and dehumidification system

 While these projects have been prioritized to commence this 
year, there are many other projects aimed at renewing and restoring 
campus facilities and infrastructure which the School aims to begin 
once funds become available. The School plans to complete approxi-
mately $6 million in campus improvements by 2020, with a total of 
close to $38 million spent by 2032.
 As a member of this school community, you will start to learn of 
plans and initiatives in support of the restoration and renewal of our 
campus infrastructure. Some of the first initiatives include: 

•  Fiscal responsibility – With a commitment to not compromise the 
breadth, depth or delivery of the program we offer our students, we 
have found ways to realize efficiencies in our day-to-day operations 
and will continue to encourage a thoughtful and judicious approach 
to spending.

•  Annual Facilities Fee – Much like other institutions, going forward 
and beginning with enrolment for the 2018-2019 school year, a new 
Annual Facilities Fee of $1,000 will be collected (commencing with a 
student’s second year of enrolment) and directed to the restoration 
and maintenance of campus buildings and infrastructure.

•  Targeted fundraising – The majority of the required funding for 
the TCS Renaissance Plan will be derived from donations. TCS 
community members will be encouraged to make donations to the 
TCS Renaissance Plan supporting priority Junior and Senior School 
enhancements.

In our role as caretakers for future generations of Trinity College 
School students, we are laying the foundation for the long-term 
sustainability of our campus. The TCS Renaissance Plan will be 
our collective legacy. To learn more about the plan, please visit 
www.tcs.on.ca/renaissanceplan.  

Historical plaque within Hodgetts House detailing the contributions of its namesake, 
long-serving TCS faculty member Birnie Hodgetts, as well as a list of former 
housemasters
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a beautiful dedication
In our research, we stumbled 
upon the most beautiful dedica-
tion by a loving mother to her 
lost son; a book published by 
the University of Toronto Press 
in 1940: Pat Moss, Canada and 
English Letters 1924-1936. His 
was a life cut short but his 
legacy lives on. Even as late as 
1991 one of his dear friends, 
Robert J. Madden, wrote then-
Headmaster Rodger Wright 
about his happiness to see, “Pat 
now live on certainly far beyond 
his natural life of those now 
living. Good works – on and on 
forever. Somehow the echoes of 
that work will reach his Mother, 
for his early death devastated 
her completely for years and 
years. I can only wish the Pat 
Moss Society every success in 
their great work.”

 Daisy Moss, Pat’s mother, 
arranged the book out of a 
mother’s love to share her son’s 
“goodness in life”; the letters 
have been selected from about 
600 preserved since his child-
hood. Below is a sample of just a 
few of those writings.

first days at tcs in 
the junior school
Spring 1925
“This term is a lovely term 
with the cricket and you can be 
outdoors all the time except in 
lessons. I have got a garden, it 
is a very small one but I like it. I 
have ½ a dozen pansies, 2 irises, 
2 tulips, 3 lilies, 1 yellow daisy, 
a daffodil, and 4 marigolds. 
The daffodil is out and so is 1 
pansy. I am sorry not to have 
written to you sooner but as I 
said before we are out most of 
the time.” Between 1924 and 

Pat Moss in 1934

Pat Moss ’31

FROM THE ARCHIVES

“ He, being made perfect in a short time, 

fulfilled a long time: for his soul pleased the 

Lord: therefore hasted He to take him Away.” 

(Wisdom 4:13, 14)

often in the John D. Burns Archives we are tasked with 
researching to reinvent display spaces around our beautiful school. 
Recently we were asked to create a display on the history of service at 
TCS, to be located just outside the new service learning office in the 
former athletic therapy clinic. The display will be ready for fall 2018. 
 To begin our archival treasure hunt we started with Pat Moss ’31, 
the historic gold standard for service at TCS. Pat Moss attended the 
School from 1924 to 1931; he was an exemplary scholar and school 
prefect. He died tragically weeks before his graduation from Oxford 
University and his death still remains a mystery today. At TCS, a 
society was formed in his memory. Established in November of 1955, 
the Pat Moss Club was “to keep in all good shape, to make prepara-
tions for the summer camp [the Pat Moss Camp, which began in 
1942] for less privileged lads, and to be of any possible service to 
local boys during the School year.” However, by the 1990s the Pat 
Moss Society, whose motto was “youth serving youth,” became 
the hub of TCS community service, hosting many fundraisers and 
working alongside the Social Services Club to engage in service 
activities beyond TCS. 

A picture of Pat Moss included in a 1924 photograph 
album donated to the School by Pat (Ketchum) and 
Tom Lawson ’47

A Life in Letters



1931, Pat was involved in many 
facets of school life. He was a 
keen scholar, enjoyed debates, 
Literary Society, acting and 
singing in plays and musicals 
including the H.M.S. Pinafore, 
gymnastics, cricket scoring and 
playing on the Bigside cricket 
team, running for Bethune 
House in the 1930 Oxford Cup, 
serving as a prefect. In his 
letters of 1925, Pat notes that he 
played “Lisette the Burgomas-
ter’s daughter” in a play called 
“The Missing Duke an Operetta 
for children.” Pat was held in 
high regard as a student at the 
School.

university life
The original plan was for Pat 
to attend Trinity College at 
University of Toronto. He wrote 
his entrance exams and won 
three important scholarships. 
However, he decided to instead 
attend British public school 
with the intention of applying 
to university at Oxford or 
Cambridge.
 TCS Headmaster, Dr. Graham 
Orchard, in 1931 wrote of Pat, 
“During his seven years with 
us he has developed a very 
pleasing way and he has the 
right attitude for entering 
English Public School life. I 
cannot speak too highly of the 
boy himself and I am very proud 
to think he will be representing 
us at Marlborough.”

letters from cotton 
house, marlborough, 
england
October 4, 1931
“But although I am quite ready 
to admit that Marlborough is 
ahead of T.C.S. in many things, 
it is definitely behind in some 
others. The boys may have nicer 
voices, and better manners, and 
(it seems!) more brains, but at 
the bottom they are really just 
the same as Canadians, and I 
think if I had been in England 

all my life and then went out to 
Canada I would find myself in 
very much the same position as 
I am in now. One cannot keep 
going at full speed while turning 
a corner! – which is what I am 
doing now.” While at Marl-
borough, Pat fell in love with 
the sport of rugby and much 
preferred it over American 
football.

February 14, 1933 
In a letter to his mother, Pat 
outlines his goals, noting that 
he hopes to attend Oxford to 
become, “master at a Canadian 
school, and, with luck and 
hard work, eventually Head 
of it! That to me to be quite 
honest, appeals to me more than 
anything else.”

May 18, 1933 
A letter from Pat’s housemaster, 
A.R. Gidney: “I shall be very 
sorry to lose him; he has been 
a splendid influence here, and, 
now that he is a School Prefect, 
he seems to be developing a yet 
more influential personality, 
and it looks as if this last term 
would be one of marked matu-
rity. He will go up to Oxford full 
of interests and many friends...
It has been the greatest pleasure 
to me to have him in the House. 
He is a most lovely boy.”

oxford or cambridge? 
January 19, 1932
To his family, while at Oxford 
staying at the Spread Eagle Inn, 
Pat wrote, ”On Tuesday morning 
we started on our big job of 
‘doing’ Oxford and Cambridge… 
So from all these sources, plus 
our own impressions, we rank 
the colleges something like this: 
(please don’t give this to anyone 
else to read as we don’t really 
know much about them, but it is 
more what we feel)

1.  Magdalen (about medium size),
2.  Oriel (one of the small ones),
3.  University College (also quite 

small),
4. Trinity (also small),
5.  Christchurch (too big we 

think)

... How far can we go by the 
impressions formed merely by 
going through the buildings and 
quads? Of course they cannot 
possibly be altogether accurate, 
but I do think they mean some-
thing…” Pat later decided to 
attend Oxford; he was struck by 
the smaller, more collegial feel 
of the colleges at Oxford over 
Cambridge. He was accepted 
to Balliol College on June 11, 
1933, having chosen this specific 
college because the father of one 
of his Marlborough classmates 
was a master there.

Inscription in a copy of Pat Moss: Canadian and English Letters, 1924-1936, “To the Library of Trinity College 
School where Pat Moss spent seven happy years, from his Mother, Daisy Moss, October 1940”

Pat Moss at TCS in 1925

Pat Moss: 
Canada and
English Letters 
1924 to 1936
We are delighted to share that 
Pat Moss, Canada and English 
Letters 1924 to 1936 will be 
scanned and in 2019 will be 
available in full through the 
John D. Burns Archives in its 
partnership with the Internet 
Archives. Thank you to the 
Class of 1973 for supporting 
our continued digitization of 
archival materials. 
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Pat Moss in a 1925 production of H.M.S. Pinafore at TCS  
(he is in the front, seated, fourth from left)

letters from balliol college, 
oxford
November 7, 1933 
In a letter to his grandmother, Pat wrote: 
“The rowing is going on without event since 
our great victory in coxless fours. On the 
Saturday Mummy was here the finals of 
the Coxwainless Fours took place between 
us and Christ Church. Mummy was so 
thrilled…” He enjoyed both rowing and 
rugger, however, he admitted to his grand-
mother that he seemed to “be just a little 
worse...than any of [his] contemporaries.” 
 While at Oxford Pat loved to walk for 
miles, ride a bike, golf, see plays, go to 
museums, travel, listen to music and he had 
a love of Blackwell’s bookshop; however, 
he did admit to enjoying less tea time to get 
more of his work done!

May 8, 1936
Mere days before his tragic death, in 
his second to last letter to his “Dearest 
Mummy,” Pat shared a poem written by the 
recently deceased professor, A.E. Houseman. 
Pat writes, this “little dedication to Last 
Poems struck me as one of the most exquisite 
lyrics I know. I have copied it out for you 
(from memory – I hope it is accurate). 

We’ll to the woods no more,
The laurels all are cut,
The bowers are bare of bay
That once the Muses wore;
The year draws in the day
And soon will evening shut;
The laurels all are cut,
We’ll to the woods no more.
Oh we’ll no more, no more
To the leafy-woods away;
To the high wild woods of laurel
And the bowers of bay no more.

Best love my dearest, Ever your loving PAT”

oxford’s unsolved mystery 
Pat Moss died in 1936, while a student at 
Oxford. The circumstances surrounding his 
death remain a mystery today. 
 The following is an excerpt from 
Nicolas Shy’s A Grim Almanac of Oxfordshire: 
“15 May 1936. A clover rick and a straw rick 
burned at Stadhampton and, once the fires 
had burned out, a body was discovered. Only 
charred scraps of clothing remained but 
the man was identified from a name on his 
leather belt as Canadian Thomas Patteson 
Moss, a twenty-one-year-old undergraduate 
at Balliol College. A popular student, who 
was well liked by all who knew him, Moss 
was said to be a cheerful man, with no 
apparent worries.”
 The investigation found that Pat had 
no trace of drugs, alcohol or poison in his 
system and no evidence of harm done to him 
prior to the fire, but that he had been alive 
when the flames began, possibly sleeping. 
There was no thought of it being a suicide 
and authorities hesitated to categorize the 
death as a homicide. They pleaded with the 
public for assistance, specifically in locating 
two letters of Pat’s that had been taken from 
near the scene. At an inquest held in June 
1936, pathologist Sir Bernard Spilsbury from 
the Home Office suggested, “that Moss lay 
down on damp straw between the two ricks 
and fell asleep. By some mischance, the 
straw became ignited and Moss was then 
rendered unconscious and fatally asphyxi-
ated aided by the gaseous products of 
combustion and the lack of fresh air.”
 The story concludes: “Eventually, the 
inquest jury returned an open verdict that 
Moss asphyxiated from the burning of the 
ricks but there was no evidence to show 
how he came to meet his death.”

Article from the Western Daily Press and Bristol Mirror, 
June 1, 1936 detailing the police search for clues in the 
death of Pat Moss
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Written by 
Renée Hillier, History Teacher and Archivist,  
John D. Burns Archives at TCS
rhillier@tcs.on.ca

You can learn more about the history of TCS 
by visiting the John D. Burns Archives online at 
www.tcs.on.ca in either the “who we are” or 
“alumni” sections.

Notice of the funeral at TCS for Pat Moss from the 
Canadian Press, including a tribute from Headmaster 
Philip Ketchum ’16

Friends of the Archives
We thank the following for their generous donations to the John D. Burns 
Archives at TCS:

•  Eldon Brown ’89: Ephemera, mostly 
sports memorabilia, from his time as a 
student

•  Family of the late Geoff Dale (retired 
master): Correspondence, records, 
memorabilia belonging to Mr. Dale

•  Hugo Grant: Photographs and TCS Old 
Boys Directory (1940)

•  Susan Kelen: Prize book awarded to 
her grandfather, Dr. W.W. Francis 1895

•  Madelon Kelley (retired staff ): 
Photographs and TCS choir album

•  Colin McNairn ’57: Sports Talk

•  Molly Mulloy (former staff ):  
Correspondence from 1953 regarding 
the baptismal font

•  Ken Scott ’43: Junior School cap

•  Peter Shirriff ’59: correspondence and 
school publications

•  Frances Tippet: Prize books from R.S. 
Tippet 1899 (former staff ) and R.H. 
Tippet ’33

•  Mary Williamson: Six prize books 
belonging to J.P. Williamson ’48

We also note the addition to our 
collections of a notebook belonging to 
Charles Badgely (TCS headmaster, 1865-
1870) containing theological notes.

“Pat Moss will ever remain, with and all at 
the School, as a rare spirit, gifted beyond most, 
with wide interests, generous instincts, and 
childlike simplicity. I will remember the time 
when at age of nine he entered our Junior 
School, where from the very first he became 
one of us and gave himself fully and freely to 
all we did and everyone he met. During his 
seven years at Port Hope, he was outstanding 
in scholarship, and yet with all of his many 
gifts of mind and heart, he was self-effacing 
and unassuming.” 

F. Graham Orchard, TCS Headmaster 1913-1933

“Everyone who knew him not only admired 
him, but was immediately conscious of his 
being a rare spirit, keen, but brilliantly able, 
happy and enthusiastic, gifted with vision and 
ideals, and always ready to be of service. He 
was indeed a boy on whom one could build an 
absolute trust, truly pure in heart.”

Philip A.C. Ketchum ’16, TCS Headmaster 1933-1962

in memoriam 
Pat Moss died while a 
student at Oxford in May 
1936 under strange and 
tragic circumstances. He 
was remembered by many 
at TCS for his kindness, 
and today the Pat Moss 
Society Award is presented 
each year to a student who 
embodies the mission of 
“youth serving youth.”
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Sarah (Cunningham) Birnie ’00
and Jeremy Birnie ’00

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Although Sarah Cunningham ’00 and Jeremy Birnie ’00 
were teammates on the TCS alpine ski squad, love did not 
blossom on the slopes. In fact, it wasn’t until three years after 
their graduation from the School, when both were students at 
Dalhousie, that they first started dating. But, Jeremy admits, he 
first noticed Sarah in Grade 11. “She was walking into chapel with 
her shirt untucked and looking a little disheveled…she didn’t 
seem to care about that. Something about her then made me think 
she was interesting.” Perhaps what Jeremy had spotted was a 
kindred spirit who would someday be willing to join him in taking 
risks and embracing life’s adventures and challenges. 
 Jeremy had deep roots in North Bay, and even coming to TCS 
was stepping outside his comfort zone; his parents wanted him 
to experience life in a new location and he was attracted to the 
strong sports program at the School. For Sarah, TCS was in her 
blood, with her father and brothers – Doug Cunningham ’59, 
Mike Cunningham ’89 and Darren Cunningham ’90 – all having 
attended the School. When her father was appointed to the 
Ontario Superior Court of Justice in the nation’s capital, Sarah 
decided to come to TCS rather than attending an Ottawa school.

 At TCS, Jeremy dove into sports, winning a CISAA league 
championship with Bigside football, touring the U.K. with Bigside 
rugby and having fun playing pick-up rugby on campus. Both 
point to the lasting friendships made as boarders as a highlight of 
their time at the School: he in Brent House and she in Ketchum. 
“My experience living in Ketchum House was something that I’ll 
always look back on really fondly,” says Sarah. “The incredibly 
supportive atmosphere created by Sue Traugott (housemaster) 
provided a fantastic home base for me at the School.”
 It was also through TCS friends that the pair found them-
selves often thrown together at university. Sarah had headed to 
Dalhousie right after TCS, but Jeremy transferred in second year 
from Western, taking up residence in Halifax with Paul Morin ’00 
and Jamie Cunningham ’00. By third year, they were a couple.
 After graduating from university, Jeremy was confident of 
where he was headed. It was always his plan to join the family 
business, so he gained several years of business experience 
working in Toronto before finally joining Wabi Iron & Steel Corp. 
in 2008. “The recession of 2008-2009 hit our business particu-
larly hard, and we had some challenging years from 2008 to 
2014 as a result,” he explains. “My dad passed away in 2014, and 
I subsequently took the business through a formal restructuring 
process that set Wabi up for long-term success.” 
 During their time in Toronto, Sarah had some incredible 
experiences working in television production at CTV, specifically 
on specials for eTalk. “When we decided to move to New Liskeard 
from Toronto in order for Jeremy to work in his family business 
I was given an opportunity to take a step back and evaluate what 
I really wanted to do. I decided to go back to school to pursue 
a career in design.” Following her graduation from Sheridan 
College, she worked as an assistant at an interior design firm 
before striking out on her own in 2013 with Sarah Birnie Interiors. 
 Then, in late 2016 when Jeremy and his family made the 
decision to sell Wabi, the couple realized they had a unique 
opportunity. Now parents of three-year-old Olivia, they decided 
to head off in an RV and explore America. “It was great to spend 
time just the three of us, exploring and seeing new places” says 
Jeremy, adding that the experience made him a better parent and 
created lifelong memories for the couple. 
 After the trip, Sarah was eager to jump back into her design 
practice. “I love working with my clients to refine their ideas and 
layer in my own to create cohesive, beautiful spaces. I feel really 
lucky to get to create every day. Most of the time it truly doesn’t 
feel like work.” Jeremy was also ready to take on new challenges. 
He recently started up Chargerent, a vending machine company 

Embracing life’s adventures as a family

Sarah (Cunningham) Birnie ’00 and Jeremy Birnie ’00 with their daughter, Olivia

Continued on page 16
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It all started with lunch in Osler Hall. That’s where, 20 years 
ago, Melissa Tai ’02 and Dixon Lau ’01 first fell in love, even though 
he might not have known it at the time! Melissa, who was in Grade 
9 then, recalls, “He was such a gentleman and we had a nice chat.” 
Shortly thereafter, Melissa got up the courage to tell Dixon that she 
liked him and on September 23, 1998 they began dating. 
 Fast forward two decades and the couple are now happily 
married with two daughters, Erin and Abby, and living in Hong 
Kong. After graduating from the University of Waterloo’s civil 
engineering program, Dixon changed course and moved into 
finance, completing his M.B.A. Today he is an investment analyst 
with Harvest Global Investments Ltd., covering Hong Kong listed 
equities and managing an oil-related public investment fund. 
Melissa always found a calling in the business world, completing 
her commerce degree at Queen’s before moving into the M.B.A. 
program at INSEAD. While she’s currently enjoying being a 
stay-at-home mom, she has significant experience in banking and 
finance on the client services side, most recently as an associate 
director at Standard Chartered Bank. 
 At TCS, both embraced boarding life – he in Bethune House 
and she in Ketchum – and the many opportunities they found 
here. Dixon joined the rowing team in Grade 9, noting, “It was 
physically demanding and the learning curve was quite steep, but 
it was my first encounter with pushing my physical and mental 
limits and learning the importance of teamwork.” He was later part 
of the Middleside rugby and Bigside badminton squads. Melissa 
was a member of Bigside teams in volleyball, harriers, rugby and 
badminton, as well as serving as an admissions tour guide. 
 And both took their studies seriously. As Melissa admits, part 
of the motivation was so that they could see each other more often. 
“We worked hard to stay in Group 1 so we could spend evening 
studies together in the library (yes, we were total nerds!).” Among 
Dixon’s fondest academic memories are of woodworking and 
sculpture creation in art class, then held in Boulden House, and 
the walking stick he built in Grade 11 which he still owns. Melissa 
recalls the encouragement she received from Grade 9 English 
teacher Ross Large, and how faculty member John Geale reminded 
her that education is about much more than good grades. 
 One key outcome of their time at the School, they both 
say, was the development of confidence that has helped them 
throughout their lives, including in their careers. “One doesn’t 
need to meticulously plan for one’s career because you never 
know what opportunity awaits and where your interest lies until 
you encounter it,” Dixon says. “It’s more important to have an 
open and curious mind, and gain the confidence to take risks…the 
education I got from TCS prepared me to take bold steps in life 
because I gained the confidence in class and in sports.”

Melissa Tai ’02 
and Dixon Lau ’01 

 Another bond which keeps them tied to the School are the 
lifelong friends they made here, many of whom were in atten-
dance at the couple’s 2012 wedding in Hong Kong. Since moving 
to Hong Kong after university, Dixon and Melissa have met 
informally with alumni in the area over the years, most recently 
enjoying the chance to catch up with fellow graduates who are 
now also parents of young children. But with the increased atten-
tion the School is paying to engaging alumni in the region, they 
look forward to more opportunities to develop the TCS alumni 
community in Hong Kong beginning to take shape. 
 Of course, the couple’s happiest recollections of their time at 
TCS are the moments they spent together: chatting on Winpopup 
(an early online messaging system); walking the school track 
hand-in-hand and talking about their day; him escorting her to 
Boulden House to work on art projects (“I used to get a little 
spooked by the creaking floors,” Melissa admits); “dates” in 
Cobourg with dinner at the Oasis and a movie; their weekly 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Continued on page 16

High school sweethearts celebrating 20 

years together

Melissa Tai ’02 and Dixon Lau ’01 with their daughters, Erin and Abby
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Alumni Spotlight: Sarah (Cunningham) 
Birnie ’00 and Jeremy Birnie ’00
(Continued from page 14)

Alumni Spotlight: Melissa Tai ’02  
and Dixon Lau ’01
(Continued from page 15)

that rents portable phone chargers in public spaces like malls 
and airports, in addition to exploring other business ventures. “It 
is exciting to watch something grow from day one, and I love the 
various challenges presented by a new venture like Chargerent,” 
he says. “Being an entrepreneur has allowed me opportunities for 
learning and growth that I would not have experienced otherwise.”
 And Jeremy is also devoting time to a cause close to his heart. 
In July 2017, his brother Jordan took his own life after what 
Jeremy describes as “a courageous lifelong battle with mental 
illness.” Jeremy began fundraising to create the Jordan Birnie 
Memorial Fund, supporting a scholarship and mental health 
awareness initiatives in Northern Ontario. “It was an honour 
and privilege to be Jordan’s brother for 37 years,” he says, noting 
that the fund – now at more than $50,000 – will serve as a lasting 
legacy and tribute to Jordan’s life. 
 What has seen Jeremy and Sarah’s relationship thrive even in 
life’s most difficult moments? Both point to friendship as the key. 
“We’ve been through a lot together,” says Sarah. “Luckily our rela-
tionship is built on a solid friendship – which probably comes from 
knowing each other since we were teenagers!” Jeremy agrees. “I 
think Sarah and I are good friends first, and we respect and admire 
each other. And, Sarah is really neat, so she’s easy to love.”

ritual of Chinese takeout 
eaten down at the Port Hope 
beach; or him waiting for her 
so they could cross the Oxford 
Cup finish line together.

  These happy memories are 
part of what has kept them 
strong as a couple for 20 years 
and counting, Dixon says. 
“We share a lot of memories 
that go back to time when we 
had no worries, no distrac-
tions, and we were together 
because we loved each other 

for who we are.” Even faced with their busy lives as parents, 
Melissa says their happiest times are as a family. “I feel we have 
been lucky to always be moving in the same direction in life, to 
have the same values, and to have always enjoyed each other’s 
company.” Dixon admits he gets the “Monday blues” having to 
return to work each week, “because I have so much fun with 
Melissa and the two girls on the weekend.”

Melissa Tai ’02 and Dixon Lau ’01 during 
their days at TCS

In january, Trinity College School welcomed over 130 hockey players, 
including alumni, parents, staff and friends, for the 10th Annual Collin 
Cureatz ’02 Memorial Shinny Tournament at the Peter Campbell Memorial 
Rink. This event is a chance for the school community to gather in memory 
of Collin and support the bursary which bears his name, while taking part 
in a sport he loved.
 After 19 total games for the 12 competing teams, this year’s winners 
were the Grads ’09 in the Middleside division and, in a tremendous final 
game, the NoReGretzkys defeated the ’92s in the competitive division. 
Following the tournament, players and guests enjoyed dinner in Osler Hall.
 Special thanks to the fans and supporters who attended, the Cureatz 
family and friends of Collin, as well as to the Galpin family for its continued 
generous sponsorship of the tournament. With a record number of players 
and wonderful camaraderie among the teams, this year’s tournament will 
be remembered as one of the best in the event’s 10-year history.

Collin Cureatz ’02 Memorial 
Shinny Tournament

1  LtoR: At the puck drop, Taylor Herrington ’13, Sam Cureatz (Collin’s father), Tom Langford (current staff)

2 LtoR: Andrew MacIsaac ’09, Galen Flaherty ’09, Danny Parker ’08

3  LtoR: Headmaster Grainger, Kevin Armstrong ’83, Gord Boughner ’83

4  LtoR: Alex Hallink ’09, her fiancée Caleigh Irwin, Headmaster Grainger

5  LtoR: Rob Dodd ’09, Kevin Gilmour (husband of Jessica Dodd ’04)
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The tcs alumni Association’s seventh Art Show took on some 
“variety” this year with the addition of music and drama to the 
evening. The Alumnae Theatre in Toronto hosted over 100 alumni, 
parents and friends of the School on Thursday, November 16, with 
the night kicking off with a special snack of Jim’s Pizza! 
 In addition to 20 pieces of art submitted by alumni, past parents, 
and current and former faculty and staff, guests enjoyed musical 
performances by Mike Cumberland ’82, Jeff Biggar ’03, Dan Hill ’82 
and Tim Magwood ’88 (who also served as emcee), plus guest 
musicians of these talented alumni. 
 The evening also featured the art of film, including a video 
appearance by Sarah Warren ’04, who shared an episode of her web 
series LAX, plus a panel discussion with filmmakers Jeff Kopas ’94 

and Lindsay MacKay ’03, whose films appeared at the Toronto 
International Film Festival.
 The audience was treated to dramatic performances by Tom 
Lawson ’47, Tom Davis ’06 and John Tench ’77, as well as a the 
original play Under the Orchard, written and performed by Frank 
Lawler ’84, along with James Murray ’82, Chris de Courcy-Ireland ’85 
and Brett Payette ’07. The hilarious play travelled through the history 
of TCS, including Headmaster Graham Orchard, a comparison of 
the Headmaster Scott and Headmaster Wright years and a terrific 
impression of Headmaster Stuart Grainger by Chris. 
 Thanks must go to Tom Ridout ’82 for his tireless vision and 
work to realize this wonderful evening, and to Steven Frank ’80, 
who served as videographer. 

Alumni Art and Variety Show

1  From left: Frank Lawler ’84, Chris de 
Courcy-Ireland ’85, Brett Payette ’07, 
James Murray ’82

2  John Tench ’77

3  From left: Jeff Biggar ’03, Tim Magwood ’88, 
Dan Hill ’82

4  Tom Davis ’06

5  Tom Lawson ’47

6  Headmaster Stuart Grainger

7  Mike Cumberland ’82

8  From left: Tim Magwood ’88, Lindsay 
MacKay ’03, Jeff Kopas ’94
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Alumni Branch Receptions

1  From left: Melissa Tai ’02 and husband Dixon Lau ’01, 
Gerry Kuo ’04 and wife Heather (Kelly) Kuo ’04 at the 
Hong Kong Branch Reception in February

2  From left: Ivan Eubanks, Stephanie Scott ’01 and Leigh 
Smellie ’00 at the Cayman Branch Reception in January

3  From left: Peter Reilly ’86, Thomas Migus ’15 and Ian 
McCallum ’86 at the Ottawa Social in November

4  From left: Tristan Ro ’15, Duncan Walsh ’15, Sam Stock ’14 
and Jenna Traugott ’15 at the Kingston Branch Reception 
in November

5  From left: Paul Adams ’74, John Dreyer ’69, Mary Ann 
Colihan, Fred Bazley ’69 and Lily McVety at the London, 
Ontario Social in March

6  From left: Jasmine Grainger ’16, Carolyn Smith ’14, 
Kylie Ito ’15, Emily Reed ’16 and Wes Snoek ’17 at the 
Antigonish Social in November

7  From left: David McCart ’67, U.K. Branch President 
Vanessa Kortekaas ’03 and Headmaster Stuart Grainger 
at the London, U.K. Branch Reception in December

8  From left: Nick Mills ’93, Navin Mahabir ’13, Amanda Pinto 
’13, Kyle de Kock ’13 and Martin Chu ’13 at the Kitchener-
Waterloo Social in March
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Possible side effects of joining the boarding community at our magnifi cent 
100-acre campus in Port Hope may include: earning better grades; gaining 
greater independence; showing increased interest in actually getting out and 
doing things; and having more friends.

Please don’t be alarmed. We have a long track record of motivating boys and 
girls like yours.

tcs.on.ca/ReadyForMore >

CHOOSE TCS AND YOUR TEENAGER MIGHT FALL IN LOVE WITH SCHOOL AGAIN.

TCS_MAC_7.875x10.5_Admissions_2017ad.indd   1 2017-08-29   4:27 PM
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Grade 5-8: October 27 • November 23 • February 8 
Grade 9-12: October 20 • February 2

Do you remember your 
favourite spot at TCS? 

Join us for an upcoming admissions event and 
watch your child fall in love with TCS.



Geoffrey M.C. Dale
september 10, 1918 – december 11, 2017

We are here to celebrate the life of 
Geoffrey, a life lived long and lived well 
for almost a century. Our cousin, John 
Dale, summed it up best when he said of 
Geoff and his brother Bob: “We thought 
those Dale boys would live forever and 
they almost did.”
 The number of people here today is 
a measure of the mark that Dad made 
on the lives of many people. Every life 
touches hundreds of people but through 
Dad’s life he touched more than most. 
Not just because he lived 99 active years 
but because he was driven to serve and 
determined to make a difference. 
 So how do we take the measure of 
the man who devoted his life to teaching 
and service to the community?
 He was first and foremost a teacher. 
But, he was also a mentor, soldier, 
nature enthusiast, bird watcher, 
canoeist. He was a husband, brother, 
uncle. Father of three, grandfather of six 
and great-grandfather of seven. And a 
good friend, advisor and second father 
and grandfather to many.
 Dad was very human: generous 
and compassionate yet strong willed, 
stubborn and determined. And even 
in his later years, he was frighteningly 
alert and action-oriented, making lists 
and assigning tasks to various family 
members, on the rare occasion he could 
not do them himself. Highly organized 
and disciplined, he was a man in charge 
and in control. And lest you think you 
escaped, he organized this service too.
 He was not content to sit and watch 
the world go by. He was determined to 
make a contribution to his community 
and had a high drive to do so. There was 
no retirement for Dad. He filled every 
one of those 99 years with actions that 
would make a difference.
 And because things tend to come in 
threes, we can think of his life as being 
defined by three “Trinitys.”
 First, the Holy Trinity signified by 
this Church of which Mum and Dad 

Just before Christmas, the Trinity College School community bid 
farewell to one of its most dedicated members, with the passing 
of Geoff Dale at the age of 99. A former TCS teacher and deputy 
headmaster, he most recently served as an honorary trustee of the 
School. Geoff joined the staff in 1946, and following his retirement 
in 1983 continued to be a familiar face at Reunion Weekend and 
other alumni events, as well as Remembrance Day, when he would 
share his experiences as a World War II veteran with our students. 
In May 2017, he was awarded the Colin T. Brown ’75 Leadership 
Medal, the School’s highest recognition for commitment to TCS. 
It is impossible to put into words the impact Geoff Dale has had 
on the School, but his legacy of friendship, mentorship and wise 
guidance remain with those blessed to have known him.

At his memorial service at St. Mark’s Church in December, 
Geoff ’s children – Ian Dale ’72 and Penny Brathwaite – shared 
these thoughts about their father:
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were long-time supporters. Second, the Trinity that is TCS, 
where Dad was a staff member for 37 years.
 And, lastly his own Trinity of personal icons: The family 
ranches in Alberta, his beloved cottage and sanctuary at the 
French River and the Toronto Scottish Regiment. 
 Before Dad was a teacher, he was a soldier. His life was 
shaped by World War II and in many ways he never left that 
time. You could tell by references to petrol and transport and 
“meet you at 14:00 hours.” His military training ran deep. 
 It was also when he met Mum and his own family life 
began. In December 1941, when the Toronto Scot-
tish Regiment was stationed in East Sussex, the 
Canadian officers were invited to tea by Colonel 
Coode, the retired Royal Marine who was in 
charge of the local Home Guard. Geoff met 
Prue and so their story began. 
 I gained a whole new appreciation for 
Mum and Dad when I visited the village 
pub in Hadlow Down in Sussex 20 years 
ago. Many of the locals still recalled the 
wedding of the handsome Canadian 
officer to the Colonel’s daughter over half a 
century earlier, and how the wedding party 
walked through the village led by a pipe band. 
They told the tale of this love story that took 
place amid the gloom and uncertainty of war time. 
 We actually think Mum decided to trade her life in 
England for an uncertain future in Canada, partly because Dad 
looked so damned good in uniform!
 By 1946, Geoff and Prue and Barbara made their way to 
Port Hope where Dad initially intended to spend a couple of 
years teaching at TCS. But he loved it and remained on the 
staff for 37 years. As a teacher, Dad felt he could contribute by 
influencing young minds to become productive citizens who 
would, in turn, contribute to their own communities.
 Dad was a teacher through and through. Formally, as 
in schooling young students in Latin and Greek, as a coach 
on the football field or helping students find their feet at a 
boarding school miles from home. 
 For much of his time at TCS, the students nick-named him 
“Joker Dale” and he came by that honestly, always seeking to 
find the humour even in dire circumstances. 
 And informally, he taught many of us about canoeing, 
fishing, an appreciation of nature and how to sort out those 
confusing fall warblers!
 It was from his early experiences at the French River that 
he developed his love of nature and was a keen observer of 
birds and animals. It was a love he shared with many others. 
Even in his 100th year, he remained deeply concerned about 
species decline and extinction, the loss of habitat and the 
damage we are doing to this planet.
 And I think, by example, he taught us all something about 
life and how to live it well.
 It was sometimes tough having Joker Dale as a Dad. When 
we were young, he played tricks on us by mispronouncing 

words – like PEE-neumonia – that would jump up and bite us 
by embarrassing us in a future conversation. That was Dad.
 Music was a big part of family life. Like Mum he had a 
strong singing voice. There are lots of childhood memories 
of singing in the car on long trips or singing along with old 
78 RPM records on the wind-up gramophone at the French 
River. His favourite song was Another Little Drink Wouldn’t Do 
Us Any Harm. Words to live by.
 Anyone who has seen Dad on Remembrance Day knows 
he has a lot of medals. But there is one medal he deserved 

and never got. That’s the one they should give out 
for passing every driving test from the time he 

was 80 until 99. Yes, Dad was driven but also 
determined to drive himself! 

 And talk about confident! He 
bought a new car a month before his 
mandatory driving test at age 96. When 
we asked if this wasn’t overly optimistic, 
he replied, “I’m going to pass that test.” 
We wanted to bribe the ophthalmologist 
to tell Dad he was no longer eligible to 

drive but he always passed that test too. 
 Driven indeed.

 He was down to the bank every week, out 
to the lunch club, to church every Sunday, 

and regularly attended various church, school, 
regiment and community functions. Just this year, he 

paddled a canoe with Penny around the island at the French 
River, flew out to Alberta to visit the Hughes and Cartwrights, 
and rode an ATV through the woods on the shores of Lake 
Huron. 
 And he loved his weekly birdwatching expeditions with 
his friends like John Geale and Jack Goering ’43. Reading his 
Christmas letter made one feel tired at just the thought of all 
he did. 
 Geoff was a man whose character and interests spanned 
a wide range: Gentlemanly demeanour, military bearing, but 
also entertaining small children with strange animal sounds 
and secret handshakes. Equally at home discussing Greek 
philosophers or football, politics or the ambiguities of the 
Petersen bird guide. 
 As a long-time volunteer at the Fair Share food bank, where 
he liked to say he was assistant vice president in charge of 
Corn Flakes, or as a veteran helping younger students at TCS 
understand the sacrifice made by so many in overseas wars. 
 He truly aspired to – and did – leave the world a better 
place.
 As we say goodbye, we can imagine that a perfect day for 
Dad would have been any one of the following: gathering with 
“FRAMILY” at the French River and having a wee dram of 
Scotch. Birdwatching with son-in-law Jimmie and Karen on 
the ranch in Alberta; with his naturalist friends in Port Hope; 
or taking in the spring migration with son-in-law Frank at 
Point Pelee. 

Continued on page 40
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Going to the Sculthorpe picnic at Winkie’s beach on the 
Labour Day weekend. Visiting with former students at the 
TCS reunion weekends. Or, harking more back to the past, 
it would be fishing with his beloved brother Bob and father 
Gordon, or canoeing around the island with Prue.
 In his last days in hospital, he struggled with his declining 
capabilities. But, one afternoon featured the arrival of three 
pieces of good news: the newly published history of the 
Toronto Scottish, a shot of morphine and, his favourite, a 
chocolate milkshake. He said it was his best day in weeks!
 I will always remember Dad when the Canada geese and 
the tundra swans return to the Great Lakes. In the call of the 
white throated sparrow, appearing every spring, a sign of hope 
and renewal. 
 

 Or the haunting call of the loon at sunset at his beloved 
French River.
 Dad always paddled his own canoe. And we will think of 
him doing so forever.

Geoff will be missed by everyone in the TCS community. He and 

Prue, and their children – the late Barbara Hughes, Penny Brathwaite 

and Ian Dale ’72 – were part of a large, extended family with 

many ties to the School. Among them were Geoff’s nephews, John 

G. Dale ’72 and Gordon Cartwright ’73, as well as cousins in the 

Cartwright, Vernon, Cayley, van Straubenzee, Bayly and Bedford-

Jones families. Our thoughts are with all who knew and loved Geoff.

Beati Mundo Corde

MILESTONES Deaths
Austin, Allan McNiece ’46 on 
January 12, 2018 in Toronto, Ontario. 
Father of Allan Austin ’72. Brother of 
John Austin ’45, Richard Austin ’57 
and the late James Austin ’42. 

Bata, Sonja on February 20, 2018 in 
Toronto, Ontario. Mother of Thomas 
Bata ’65. 

Binet, William “Billy” on December 11, 
2017 in Westport, Connecticut. Son of 
Stephen Binet ’73. 

Boultbee, Peter ’64 on November 29, 
2017 in Toronto, Ontario. 

Brough, Carol on February 21, 2018 
in Newmarket, Ontario. Mother of 
Barbara Brough (staff).

Butler, Roland on November 23, 2017 
in Bathurst, Ontario. Father of 
Joyce Arscott (former governor). 
Grandfather of Daan Arscott ’14. 

Chipman, Carl Maxwell on January 
31, 2018 in Belleville, Ontario. 
Grandfather of Faith Chipman ’13 and 
Joshua Chipman ’15.

Cleveland, Willis Frederick on 
March 17, 2018 in Peterborough, 
Ontario. Father of Doug Cleveland ’79.

Courtice, Robert “Bob” on October 
26, 2017 in Port Hope, Ontario. Father 
of Robin Courtice ’08. 

Cruess, Leigh Stanley in Kingston, 
Ontario. Grandfather of William 
Cruess ’03. 

Cumberland, John Barlow 
Wotherspoon ’54 on April 10, 2018 
in Kingston, Ontario. Son of the late 
Ian Cumberland ’23. Stepbrother 
of J.C. Chris Currelly ’66 and Tom 
Currelly ’72. Uncle of Michael 
Cumberland ’82, Peter Trennum ’97 
and David Trennum ’99. 

Duff, Karen on February 22, 2018 
in North Saanich, BC. Wife of David 
Nixon ’63.

Durnford, John William ’46 on 
November 30, 2017 in Montreal, 
Quebec. 

George, Robert “Bob” ’54 on 
February 5, 2018 in Barrie, Ontario. 

Gulka, John Michael on January 12, 
2018. Husband of Anne O’Regan 
(retired staff). Father of Alana (Gulka) 
Shepherd ’06. 

Jarvis, Heather on December 1, 2017 
in Toronto, Ontario. Wife of Robert 
Jarvis ’47. Mother of Stephen Jarvis ’75 
and Paul Jarvis ’77.

Luxton, George Martin ’50 on 
February 4, 2018 in Toronto, Ontario. 
Brother of David Luxton ’53 and 
D’Arcy Luxton ’55. 

Macfarlane, Blake ’06 on January 2, 
2018 in Toronto, Ontario. Son of David 
Macfarlane ’71. Brother of Caroline 
Macfarlane ’03. Nephew of James 
Macfarlane ’74 and Douglas 
Macfarlane ’80. 

Mathew, Perumpral on February 7,  
2018 in Port Hope, Ontario. 
Grandfather of Creston Mathew ’11 
and Kieran Mathew ’14. 

Mathieson, Ralph Duncan on 
February 10, 2018 in Ajax, Ontario. 
Grandfather of Ian Mathieson ’04, 
Andrea Mathieson ’06, Victoria 
Mathieson ’09 and Emily Mathieson ’13. 

McCallum, Joan Patteson on 
December 31, 2017 in Woodbridge, 
Ontario. Mother of John McCallum 
’68 and Duncan McCallum ’71. 

McIntosh, Larry Bruce (staff) on 
November 25, 2017 in Colborne, 
Ontario. Husband of Deirdre 
McIntosh (staff).

Morse, Peter Wilton ’51 on 
February 1, 2018 in Ottawa, Ontario. 
Son of the late Eric Morse ’21. 

Munk, Peter on March 28, 2018 in 
Toronto, Ontario. Father of Anthony 
Munk ’78. 

Musgrove, Edward “Ted” ’98 
on November 4, 2017 in Brigden, 
Ontario. 

Partridge, Katharine Annesley 
on March 5, 2018 in London, 
Ontario. Daughter of the late David 
Partridge ’38. 

Paterson, Sally on March 21, 2018 in 
Thornbury, Ontario. Wife of Norman 
Paterson ’43. Mother of Michael 
Paterson ’76 and Norman Paterson ’77.

Prentice, James ’47 on January 16,  
2018 in Victoria, BC. Uncle of 
Geoffrey Vernon ’76.

Price, Edmund E. ’54 on December 1, 
2017 in Victoria, BC. 

Rogers, Marianne Warwick 
on March 21, 2018 in Cobourg, 
Ontario. Grandmother of Jennifer 
DeGeer ’02, Chris DeGeer ’04, 
Matthew DeGeer ’06, Sarah 
DeGeer ’07 and Laura DeGeer ’09. 

Ross, Hugh Lennox ’54 on 
November 20, 2017 in Oakland, 
California. Nephew of the late James 
Ross LeMesurier ’42. Cousin of 
James LeMesurier ’73 and Stuart 
LeMesurier ’72. 

Scarfe, Jeremy ’56 on February 20, 
2018 in Toronto, Ontario. 

Somers, Guy Stephen ’65 on 
October 19, 2017 in Toronto, 
Ontario. Son of the late George 
Somers ’28. Nephew of the late 
Geoffrey Somers ’20. 

Sutcliffe, Francis F.C. ’43 on 
December 23, 2014 in Ottawa, 
Ontario. Son of the late Frederick 
Mervin Sutcliffe ’16. Uncle of Robert 
Rutherford ’72. 

Wilbur, Sue on December 26, 
2017. Daughter of the late Hadley 
Armstrong (retired staff). Sister of 
Douglas Armstrong ’69. Mother of 
Katie Boomgaardt ’97. 

Williams, David (former staff) on 
October 8, 2016 in Montreal, Quebec. 

Wilson, John N.E. ’57 on October 2, 
2017 in Toronto, Ontario. 

Wood, Richard Maxwell ’48 on 
December 31, 2017 in Cambridge, 
Ontario. Father of Ian Wood ’85. 

Young, Kim on March 4, 2018. 
Mother of William Young ’92.

Tribute: Geoffrey M.C. Dale
(Continued from page 39)
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2018 

25th Annual Bear Fair 
Fall Alumni Games (Squash, Soccer)

OCTOBER 26 TO 27, 2018 

Parents & Family Weekend

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2018 

78th Toronto Branch Dinner

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2018  

123rd Oxford Cup

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2018  

Young & Not-so-young Alumni Christmas Party  
(2009-2018 class years)

FRIDAY, JANUARY 18, 2019 

Winter Alumni Games (Basketball)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 2019 

11th Annual Collin Cureatz Memorial Shinny Tournament

FEBRUARY 22 TO 23, 2019 

Parents & Family Weekend

FRIDAY, MAY 24, 2019 

31st Annual TCS Golf Tournament

MAY 24 TO 26, 2019 

Reunion Weekend

MAY 25 TO 26, 2019 

Spring Alumni Games (various sports TBA)

55 Deblaquire Street North 
Port Hope, Ontario L1A 4K7 
phone: 905-885-3217 
www.tcs.on.ca

Our Mission 
Developing habits of the heart and mind 
for a life of purpose and service

Our Vision 
Trinity College School will be 
internationally regarded for excellence 
in developing leaders of character, 
purpose and vision due to the strength of 
its people, programme and place.

Communications Office  
phone: 905-885-3198 
email: communications@tcs.on.ca 
Ashley DiNova, Director of  
Communications

Admissions Office 
phone: 905-885-3209 
email: admissions@tcs.on.ca 
Kathy LaBranche, Director of Admissions

Philanthropy & Alumni 
Office 
phone: 905-885-1295 
email: philanthropy@tcs.on.ca

Doug Mann 
Executive Director of 
Philanthropy & Alumni 
dmann@tcs.on.ca 

Tricia Mandryk  
Director of Philanthropy  
& Alumni  
tmandryk@tcs.on.ca  

Contains 10% post-consumer 
recycled content.

/TCSBears

/TrinityCollegeSchool

Trinity College School Alumni Group

Save the date

For details or to register, visit www.tcs.on.ca/alumni or contact the  

philanthropy & alumni office at 905-885-1295 or events@tcs.on.ca.

CelebrateCelebrate
OUR GLOBAL COMMUNITY

BEAR
FAIR
25TH ANNUAL

TRINITY COLLEGE SCHOOL

Enjoy delicious international food and beverage  
stations, student art sale, silent auction, photo booth, 
face painting, kids games, book sale, barbeque lunch, 
music and more!

JOIN US FOR THE 
25TH ANNIVERSARY OF BEAR FAIR

Saturday, September 22  
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Trinity College School

Bring the whole family for a day of fun as we
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Correction: In the fall 2017 issue of The TCS News, Class Notes incorrectly 
identified Bill Wilder ’75 as being named to the Order of Canada. It was Bill’s 
father who was so honoured. Our apologies.



The majestic oak doors of Osler Hall mark the grand entrance to a building 
constructed in 1930. They also offer passage to a school rich in history and 
long in tradition. 

After 50 years of service, the library recently experienced  
an unprecedented renewal thanks to monies raised by  
the 150th anniversary campaign. The renovation included  
a new roof, modern windows, an energy-efficient heating 
system, and more natural light. Our library now  
accommodates different styles of learning that encompass 
books and technology. Similar important renewals are 
planned across our campus.

ONE FOR THE BOOKS

The beautiful, heritage structures at the heart of our campus hold a place in our beloved memories. But with 
this charm comes challenges, including the high cost of maintaining and operating outdated heating,  
ventilation and water systems.

When we compare the fiscal and environmental cost of operating our newer facilities versus historic buildings,  
it is clear that our older facilities and the infrastructure that support them are becoming unsustainable.

The solution is the TCS Renaissance Plan.
This $38 million initiative represents a new phase of campus planning committed to the respectful restoration 
of all our facilities and infrastructure.

Much-needed work has already begun, but we need your help. Our goal is to raise six million dollars by 2020  
to meet priority needs including a new boiler, updated plumbing, and a modern, fire-alarm system.

The TCS Renaissance Plan will be our collective legacy. Your generous support will enable our historic school to 
remain in good standing for future generations. 

STEP UP. JOIN OUR RENAISSANCE.

To support the many important initiatives of the TCS Renaissance Plan,  
please visit tcs.on.ca/renaissanceplan
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